The Library of Congress’ 
EARLY STATE RECORDS PROJECT 


converted from the original microfilm held by the 
Vincent C. Immel Law Library, Saint Louis University 


through the generous support of a grant from the 


Council on Library and Information Resources 


JOURNAL 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


OF THE 


STATE OF MISSISSIPPI, 


AT A CALLED SESSION THEREOF, 
HELD IN THE CITY OF JACKSON. 


NR NR MARANA EY 
~~ ON AAR 


JACKSON: 
FALL AND MARSHALL, STATE PRINTERS. 


1350. 


JOURNAL 


OF THE 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


OF THE 


STATE OF MISSISSIPPI, 


AT A CALLED SESSION THEREOF, BEGAN AND HOLDEN IN PUR- 
SUANCE OF THE REQUISITION oF His ExcELLENCY, THE 
GOVERNOR, AT THE CAPITOL, IN THE City or Jackson, 
AND County or Hixps on MONDAY, THE 18TH DAY oF 
NOVEMBER, 1850, AND IN THE THIRTY-FOURTH YEAR OF THE 
SOVEREIGNTY OF THE STATE OF MirssissiPPr. 


MONDAY, NovEMBER l8TH, 1850. 


BE IT REMEMBERED, That at 11 o'clock, A. M., of said day, 
the Speaker, John J. McRae, took the chair, and called the House 
to order. 

The Clerk having called the roll, and a quorum appearing, the 
House proceeded to business. 

On motion of Mr. Adams, the Clerk was instructed to inform 
the Senate of the same. 

The following persons, elected to fill vacancies, presented their 
credentials, and took the oath prescribed by the Constitution : 

From the county of Lauderdale—Emanuel A. Durr, in place of 
James D. Crews, resigned. 

From the county of Issaquena—Mordecai Powell, in place of 
J. J. Hughes, resigned. 

The following message was received from the Senate, through 
J. A. Orr, their Secretary : 

Mr. Speaker: lam instructed to inform the House of Repre- 
sentatives that the Senate have convened, in pursuance of the 
Governor’s proclamation, and have elected the Hon. John I. Guion 
President, and are now ready to proceed to business. 

Mr. Hinds offered the following joint resolution : 
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Resolved, The Senate concurring, that a joint committee, con- 
sisting of five on the part of the House, and — on the part of the 
Senate, be appointed to wait on his Excellency, the Governor, and 
inform him that both Houses are now organized, and ready to re- 
ceive any communication which he may sce proper to make. 

On motion of Mr. Hinds, the rule requiring joint resolutions to 
lay one day on the table was dispensed with, the resoiution read a 
second time and adopted. 

The Chair appointed, as said committee on the part of the 
House, Messrs: Hinds, Hemmingway, Smith, Henry and Foote. 

The following message was received from the Senate, through 
Mr. Orr, their Secretary : 

Mr. Speaker: Iam instructed to inform the House of Repre- 
sentatives that the Semate have adopted the following joint reso- 
lution : 

Resolved, That a cornmifee of three on the part of the Senate, 
and — on the part of the House of Representatives, be appointed 
to wait on his Excellency, the Governor, and inform him that both 
branches of the Legislature are now organized, and prepared to 
receive any communication from him ; and have appointed on the 
part of the Senate, Messrs. Whitfield, Drane and Brooke ; in 
which I am instructed to desire the concurrence of the House of 
Representatives. 

On motion of Mr. Adams, the House concurred in the above 
resolution of the Senate. 

Mr. Huie offered the following joint resolution : 

Resolved, 'The Senate concurring, that both Houses, during the 
present session of the Legislature, will not act upon any matter 
except that for the consideration of which it has been specially 
convened by the Executive of the State ; 

which, by rule, lays one day on the table. 

Mr. Suratt offered the following resolution, which was adopted : 

Resolved, That the rules adopted at the last session of the Le- 
gislature, for the government of this House, be adopted for its 
government at the present session. 

Mr. Smedes gave notice that he would, on to-morrow, introduce 
a bill entitled an act further to amend the levee laws of Washington 
county. 

Mr. Webb offered the following resolution, which was adopted : 

Resolved, That members and ex-members of Congress present 
be invited to seats within the hall of the House. 

Mr. Regan of Yazoo gave notice that he would, on to-morrow, 
introduce a bill to be entitled an act to authorize the board of police 
of Yazoo county to sell the public buildings, and other property be- 
longing to said county in the town of Benton. 

Mr. Clement gave notice that on to-morrow he would introduce 
a bill supplemental io the act to change the pleadings in the Circuit 
Courts of this State. 
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Mr. Ford gave notice that on to-morrow he would introduce a 
bill to amend the several laws in relation to divorce and alimony. 

Mr. Catchings gave notice that on to-morrow he would introduce 
a bill to amend the general school law passed at the last session. 

Mr. Nash gave notice tnat he would on to-morrow introduce a 
bill to amend the levee laws of Bolivar county. 

Mr. Barry gave notice that he would on to-morrow introduce a 
bul to charter the Columbus and Starkville Plank Road Company. 

Mr. Regan of Claiborne gave notice that he would on to-morrow 
or some subsequent day, introduce bills of the following titles, to 
wit : 


A bill to ascertain the number of acres of land planted in cotton 
in this State. 

A bill in relation to common schools in Claiborne county. 

A bill authorizing the Board of Police of Claiborne county to 
levy a special tax, and for other purposes, 

Mr. Tison gave notice that on to-morrow or some subsequent 
early day, he would introduce a bill to incorporate Euclid Academy 
in Tishemingo county. 

Mr. Hinds, from a joint select committee, made the following 
report : 

Mr. Speaker: The committee on the part of the House, ap- 
pointed to wait on his Excellency, the Governor, have instructed 
me to report that his Excellency is now ready to communicate to 
this House a message in writing ; which was received. 

Mr. Tison gave notice that on to-morrow or some early day, he 
would introduce a bill to provide Weights and Measures for the 
several counties in this State. 

Mr. Echols gave notice that on to-morrow he would introduce a 
bill to authorize the Board of Police of Tippah county to levy a 
tax for the purpose of re-building the Jail of said county. 

The following message was received from his Excellency, the 
Governor, by Mr. McDonald, his private secretary : 

Mr. Speaker: I am instructed by his Excellency, the Gover. 


nor, to deliver to the House of Representatives a message in wri- 
ting: 


MESSAGE OF THE GOVERNOR. 


Gentlemen of the Senate and House of Representatives : 


A high sense of duty has induced me to convene the Legislature 
in extraordinary session. Were I disposed to shift from myself 
the responsibility of this act, I might point to the firm and patri- 
otic resolutions of your honorable bodies, passed at the last session 
on the subject of our Federal relations, as a full justification of- 
my course; but, inasmuch as the Constitution confides this impor- 
tant power solely to the discretion of the |Governor, I am quite 
content to rest the propriety of my action upon reasons and con- 
siderations, which I shall proceed briefly to lay before you, and 
which I doubt not, will be deemed satisfactory both by you, and by 
our common constituents, the people. I shall study to present 
them with simplicity, candor and truth. 

Probably no free representative Government has ever UNE 
which has not been agitated by the contests of rival interests. 
When these happen to be scattered and diffused throughout a whole 
community, the excitement thereby produced, is healthy and bene- 
ficial; but, when these interests are local and sectional, growing 
eut of diversity of climate and productions, the contest soon be- 
comes a struggle for supremacy, too often attended with jealousy, 
bitterness and hatred, especially when the rival sections are dis. 
tinguislied by dissimilar and incongruous social systems. The 
contest which .has long been waged by the Northern or non- 
slaveholding States, led on by New England, against the South- 
ern or slaveholding states, has begun to partake of the latter char- 
acter. It commenced in a conflict of interests, about manufac- 
tures, navigation laws, local appropriations, &c., and has ended 
in a war of extermination against the institution of domestic sla- 
very, or rather, against the states in which the system exists. 

This hostility to slavery has now become the all-absorbing, 
all-controlling element of political action and party movement, 
both in Congress and throughout the Northern States. Political 
parties, unite, separate, and are modified with reference to it. 
Political platforms are built upon it. It’ is the main question in 
the selection of candidates for all offices.: It is the active element 
of religious, benevolent, charitable, and even literary associations, 
and the spice which seasons private society. "The Constitution 
of the United States, the rights of the States, the gravest ques. 
tions of public policy, all are construed and determined -with 
reference to this question of domestic slavery; and the Congress 
of the United States, whose powers are limited mainly to the regu- 
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lation of national and external objects, are now found devoting 
nearly all their time to subjects of a domestic nature, over which 
it was never intended that they should exercise jurisdiction. 

It might be interestihg to trace the progress of the abolition, or 
anti-slavery excitement, from its small beginnings to its present 


overshadowing influence, when ‘it actually sways the whole ma- . 


chinery of the Federal Govern ent. But it is sufficient, in this 
connection, to state the question as it was, during the last session’ 
of the Legislature, and to present forcibly the changes which 
have since occurred. 

. By the war with Mexico, we had acquired a vast and valuable 
territory. Its area is large enough to constitute fifteen states of 
medium size. A portion of this territory, fronting for more than 
1000 miles upon the Pacific ocean, abounds with good harbors, 
which command the rich commerce of the Indies, of China, and. 
of the Southern Archipelago. It contains too, within its bosom, 
inexhaustible beds of the precious metals. No country ever dis- 
covered, has suddenly presented so many brilliant attractions: for 
adventurers, and none has risen into notice with more rapidity. 
The exclusive possession and enjoyment of this vast and rich ter- 
ritory, soon excited the avarice and lust for power of the North, 
and for a time, all anti-slavery schemes were merged in the lead- 
ing one of excluding the South from this joint possession. The 
whole force of the contest was turned upon this point. The North 
determined to exclude slavery. The South seemed equally deter- 
mined not to submit to such insulting and unjust discrimination. 
The firm and decided position of the slaveholding states, en- 
forced respect, and fora time, seemed to promise security and 
protection against the contemplated outrage. In the mean time, 
while the rival sections maintained this attitude, a deep political 
intrigue was devised and set on foot, to effect indirectly the pur- 
pose of excluding the Southern States from the common territory. 
'The transient and floating population which had poured into the 
country, were instigated and encouraged to usurp the sovereign 
domain of the best and most valuable portions of that ‘country, 
cut off the Southern States from all participation therein, and to 
demand from Congress the sanction of their illegal proceedings, 
and admission into the Union as a State. Encouraged by the 
Federal administration, in the way of whose political schemes 
these questions lay as stumbling blocks, this stupendous plot to 
defraud the Southern States by an abuse of the power to admit 
new States, notwithstanding its monstrous injustice, was beginning 
to develop its progress during your last session of the Legislature. 
So palpable did its real purpose appear to those who had closely 
watched its progress, that both our Senators in Congress, and all 
our representatives, in an official communication addressed to me, 
to be laid before the Legislature and the people, declared, that 
they regarded this measure, the admission of California, as the 
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Wilmot Proviso, in another form. It was too grossly unjust to be 
urged as a measure, by itself. Its deformity was too apparent. 
Even its principal sponsors did not in the commencement, venture 
to advocate the proposition alone. . To break the force ‘of the 
blow, and to palliate its effects, they connected it with other mea- 
sures, some of them objectionable, and others practically useless 
and immaterial. It was called a compromise, an adjustment, and 
many patriotic men in the South, were, no doubt, misled by the 
false, hollow, and deceptive appliances, which were, without 
scruple, resorted to, to bolster up and sustain it. 

Such was the state of the controversy:at the period of the ad. 
journment of our Legislature. It was still hoped that the outrage 
would not-be consummated: at any rate, the Legislature did not 
think fit to anticipate so important a contingency, but deemed the 
precaution sufficient to leave it, with other causes of complaint, 
to the consideration of the Southern Convention, then shortly 
expected to assemble at Nashville. The Legislature indicated 
no disposition to fall back from the positions which had been 
assumed by the October Convention, advocated by both great po. 
litical parties in the State canvass, and maintained with great 
apparent unanimity in numerous popular meetings. Those posi- 
tions were, that we were entitled to a just participation in the use 
and enjoyment of the Territory conquered from Mexico, and that 
we could not, without dishonor, submit to be excluded from it. 
The Nashville Convention, whose determinations were by antici. 
pation, adopted by our. Legislature, had most formally insisted 
upon these territorial rights, and had only, for the sake of peace 
and union, agreed to acquiesce in a division of the territory by 
the line of 36 deg. 30 min. with the express declaration that this 
was to be the extreme concession of the States therein represented. 

All these protests and determinations were, before Congress, and 
would probably have commanded respect, and secured the rights 
of the South, had the.same firmness and unanimity been maintain- 
ed, which marked the commencement of the contest. But unfor- 
tunately for the peace of the country, defections from our ranks oc- 
curred, the attitude of the South ceascd to command respect, and 
the obnoxious measures, which had been debated by Congress for 
nine months, became laws. 

By these means; the slaveholding States have been abso- 
lutely excluded from the greater portion, and by far the 
most valuable part, of all the territory acquired from Mexico, 
comprehended within the limits of California, and comprising 
the whole coast of the Pacific, the gold mines, and an area 
large enough for ten States of medium size; and although the less 
important territories of Utah and New Mexico, have been organized. 
without the Wilmot Proviso, yet in both these cases the majority 
in Congress expressly refused to repeal or suspend the Mexican 
laws, which were supposed to interdict the introduction of slavery 
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into these regions. The doubt and danger, therefore, which sur- 
round its introduction into these territories, amount to an actual 
prohibition, and so it was considered by the majority in Congress, 
who stood ready, had the emergency required it, to stop the exten- 
sion of slavery by positive prohibitions. ] 

May I not, then, be justified in asserting that ‘by these 
measures the slaveholling States have been virtually ex- 
cluded from the use and enjoyment of every acré of the 
vast public domain acquired from Mexico ? 

Even this is not all we have to complain of. By ohe of the 
bills of the series, ten millions of dollars of the public monies 
raised by: taxation from the industry of the country, havé been 
voted, to purchase from Texas a portion of her soil, for no other 
apparent object than to convert it to “free soil purposes.” Would 
it be a greater stretch of power to apply the Federal treasury 
to the purchase of their slaves, to make them free? 

I will not, however, dwell upon these incidents. My pur- 
pose leads me to examine the act of Congress admitting Cali- 
fornia, with reference to its character, its bearing upon the 
political destiny of the country, and its effects upon the Southern 
States in a pecuniary point of view. To commence with the last. 
The value of slaves depends upon the demand for their labor. The 
history of the cultivation of our great staples shows, that this 
value is permanently enhanced by the opening of new fields of 
labor. The immense profits which have and still continue to re- 
ward well directed industry in the gold mines of California, ex- 
ceeding those which have ever flowed from mere labor, unmixed 
with capital, or mechanical skill, would have furnished a demand 
for the application of slave labor, inexhaustible in extent and ia- 
finite in duration. Had this wide field for investment been open 
to the slave labor of the Southern States, wages would have risen, 
and consequently the value of slaves at home would have been 
greatly enhanced. Many hundred millions of dollars would have 
been added to the capital of the Southern States, had they been 
merely permitted to avail themselves of the benefits to which they 
were entitled under the Constitution of the United States. Had 
the comnion territory, acquired by joint valor and purchased by 
joint treasure, been honestly and fairly open to their use and oc- 
cupation as joint proprietors ; had equal, even-handed justice been 
extended fo them, they. would now be rejoicing and exultant in the 
activity, energy, general prosperity and above all, confidence in 
the future, which would have been imparted by such expansion. 
To this estimate of the pecuniary interest, lost to the South by the 
unauthorised interference of Congress, may properly be added the 
probable enhanced price of our great staples, caused by the ab- 
straction of a portion of the labor, now employed in their growth, 
and threatening in time over production. Had these profitable 
and permanent fields of labor been left open to us, all fears of 
such results, would have been forever dissipated. 
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These estimates of pecuniary interest are fair and just. They 
are founded upon the fixed opinion of almost every well inform- 
ed person among us, that had the Government dealt! justly, and 
left these territories free and open to the people of the slave- 
holding States, for a reasonable time, a large portion of them 
would have eventually come into the Union as slaveholding States. 
But deeply as this measure may have affected our pecuniary inter- 
ests, it 1s far more important when regarded in its political as- 
pect. The admission of California has furnished for all time to 
come, a most dangerous precedent of Executive interference, in 
the creation of States. By fs admission, it is now conceded, 
that the first body of adventurers who may chance to assemble on 
the public domain, may usurp absolute dominion over it, and ap- 
propriate it to themselves, regardless of the rights of the people 
of the sovereign States of this Union. The precedent is now 
set that no legal authority, civil organization, enumeration of 
inhabitants, qualifications of electors, or other formalities are 
necessary to constitute a State, or to admit her into the Union, 
provided the institution of domestic slavery be excluded. 

Who cannot see in this violent, hasty and unprecedented 
act of ushering a State into this Union, the purpose of un- 
settling the equilibrium between the slaveholding and non- 
slaveholding States? And how long will it be, before this 
monstrous precedent will be resorted to, to create and intro- 
duce other new: States for the purpose of attaining other 
anti-slavery objects? The whole character and structure 
of our Government has been changed by this act, and the 
principle admitted that new free States may be created ad libitum. 
And how has this been done? I assert, by a most flagrant viola- 
tion not only of the principles of justice and equality, but also 
by a breach of the Constitutional compact between the States. 
I mean to say, that the act of Congress admitting California, al- 
though not a question cognizable by the judicial department, was 
irregular, unconstitutional and void, as to the other States. 

The powergranted to Congress over the territory, or other property 
belonging to the United States, necessarily excludes the assumption 
that the right of empire or of sovereignty resides in the inhabi- 
tants of the territory while such, because the authority delegated 
to Congress is utterly inconsistant with the existence of such 
sovereign power in the inhabitants. This right of sovereignty 
over the territory, not resting in the inhabitants, under the Consti- 
tution, must reside. in the States or the people of the several 
States of the Confederacy. Their ownership of the soil, right 
of eminent domain, and sovereignty, are joint and-equal. 

The Constitution of the United States confers upon Congress 
the right to admit into the Union, *new States," not territories, and 
as they are to be admitted on an equal footing with the original 
States, they must be necessarily at the time of their admission 
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political communities, possessing all the rights and attributes of 
sovereignty. As the inhabitants of the territories do not possess 
sovereign power, there must be some act on the part of the States, 
Who do possess it, equivalent to a grant, by which that power, be- 
fore residing in the States, becomes vested in the inhabitants of. 
the territory. "This act must be performed by Congress, the con- 
stituted agent of the States, and the power to do it is included in 
the delegation of authority to *admit new States." 

The act of California, erecting herself into a State, and assum- 
ing the attributes of sovereignty, being without such authority, was 
not predicated on her territorial reMtion to the United States, nor 
by virtue of authority derived ‘from the Constitution. It was in 
fact a revolution, a seizure of sovereignty and a confiscation of the 
right of soil, which belonged to the States. bos 

I am aware that it is claimed, that as Congress possess 
the right to admit new States, and as no specific limitations 
are placed upon the exercise of that power, they may at 
option overlook any irregularity which may have occurred 
in the preparation for admission. But this right must neces- 
sarily be governed and limited in its exercise, by the spirit of 
the Constitution. The assumption of the right of Congress to 
admit new States without limitation, and without reference to 
other provisions of the Constitution, would imply the power in 
Congress, in the case of California, to give validity to an act, 
which by the Constitution is not only irregular, but absolutely 
void. This involves a palpable absurdity. The assumption im- 
plies the ability on the part of Congress, to adopt as their own, 
an act void and forbidden by the instrument, from which they 
.derive their whole power over the subject. 

It seems, then, too evident to admit of dispute, that all the acts 
of California, the assumption of sovereign power, the creation of 
a State, the fixing of her extensive boundaries, and the exclusion 
of slavery therein, if valid, derive their validity solely from the 
action of Congress. In fact they are the acts of Congress ; and, 
as Congress have no power to create States, or to prohibit slavery 
either in the Territories or the States, the acts are unconstitutional 
and void, and as such, should forever be resisted by the aggrieved 
States. 

The great purposes sought to be attained by these acts, 
are but too apparent. Independently of the cogent reason arising 
from her enormous territorial extent, the motive avowed in the 
California convention for including within her limits the whole ex- 
tent of territory, lying between Mexico and Oregon on the sea- 
board, rendered it imperative on Congress to interfere. That mo- 
tive was, by the exclusion of African slavery, to settle the ques- 
tion of the Wilmot Proviso as to that territory. Nor is the motive 
of Congress, in ratifying the acts of California a subject of doubt. 
It was to prevent the extension of the institution of slavery. ‘The 
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indirection ae the process cannot conceal its character. Itwas an 
exclusion by the action of Congress of the people of the slave- 
holding States, from an equal enjoyment of the common property 
of the States. It was, in fact, the application of the “Wilmot Pro- 
viso” to this territory. 

Before I pass to other subjects, I must not omit to call your atten- 
tion to another act of the last session of Congress, passed since the 
adjournment of the Legislature, which, though not so vitally import- 
ant as that last commented on, has been properly regarded by the 
Legislature, as one of the evidences of a design by Congress fur- 
ther to interfere with the institution of slavery, and therefore dan- 
gerous to the rights of the slaveholding: States. I referto the act 
abolishing the slave trade in the "District of 'Columbia—an act 
which not only forbids the introduction of slaves into the Federal 
District for saie, and their being placed in depot to be conveyed and 
sold in other States, thereby in reality preventing the transit of this 
description of property through the District as merchandize ; but, 
by declaring slaves free under such circumstances, the act has es. 
tablished a precedent for the abolition of slavery in the District. 

The limits of a Message do not permit me to detail other meas- 
ures which have justly caused alarm and excitement in the South ; 
for, however some of our own people may, fom an anxiety to allay 
excitement, seek to excuse these measures, there are few whose 
breasts are not filled with a dread of the dangers which from these 
quarters lower in the horizon of the future. In my opinion it 
would be weak, timid and disastrous policy to shut our eyes to these 
dangers—it is the part of wisdom to meet them.——Let us then sur- 
‘vey our position and that of our „opponents. 

There is nothing to encourage the hope that there will be any 
respite from aggression. Never has hostility to slavery been more 
distinctly märked or more openly asserted. Shades of difference 
in opinion inay distinguish Northern statesmen, but all unite in stern 
opposition to the extension of slavery, and in declarations of their 
fixed determination to confine it to its present limits, and forever to 
close the public territory against us. 

The North has but just triumphed in every claim she has assert. 
ed, and yet at this moment of our humiliation, their people, less pa- 
tient than we, arein a blaze ef excitement at every attempt to ex- 
ecute the bill to secure the return of fugitive slaves. This’ plain 
compliance with one of the clearest injunctions of the Constitution 
is nat only disregarded, but conventions of both political parties, 
formal meetings of the people, and deliberate addresses 'of distin- 
guished men, openly take ground, that being against the public sen- 
timent of the people of the North, it should not be executed ; and 
persons of all classes, with a pliancy of conscience which charac. 
terizes abolition philosophy, adapt their moral code and their con- 
stitutional duties, to their prejudices and their interests. 

Such then, is the triumphant attitude of anti-slavery. It now 
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controls the entire Government. No questions arise in which it 
does not intermingle.—And wherever it exhibits itself, it controls 
all other subjects. Every great interest in this Government is now 
directed and managed by it. It has broken and sundered the strong 
ties which bound together the religious denominations North and 
South. It has even now severed the bonds which for sixty years 
have united parties, and in the place, it has sown the seeds of hos- 
tility and hatred. It now stands the stern, unyielding despot, con- 
signing to the bed of Procrustes every subject whose fitness is 
questioned. i l 

What is to be the fate of the institution of domestic slavery under 
such Government? this great interest, with which the civilization 
and refinement of man on earth is connected—upon which so 
much of the trade and commerce between Europe and America 
depends—which employs the labor of millions and distributes the 
comforts of civilization to so many families—this great social in- 
terest upon which are founded the prosperity, the happiness, and 
the very existence of the people of fourteen States of this Union? 
What isto be the fate of this institution? If left to the tender mer- 
cies of the Federal Government, its fate is doomed. With the pre- 
judices of the age against it, it requires for its kind development a 
fostering Government over it. It could scarcely subsist without 
such protection. How then can it exist, much less flourish and 
prosper, under a Government hostile to it? A Government organ- 
ized upon principles of hostility and opposition to the institution ? 
Is it proper? is it philosophic? Is it not absurd, to entrust the 
prosperity, the protection, and even the existence of a great and 
delicate interest to a political power having its origin in and draw- 
ing its vigor from the very element of hostility to this interest? 

To state the proposition clearly: The Government of the United 
States is now hostile to slavery. It will hereafter be selected with 
reference to its hostility to this interest, and its activity in the use of 
the means of doing it injury. If this great and vital interest then, 
remains subject to the government and control of its enemy, it must 
perish! Sooner or later, I repeat, it must perish. To save it, to 
preserve it from destruction, or at least from a sickly, lingering, 
distempered and precarious existence, it must be protected by guar. 
anties more available than the present Constitution furnishes, or it 
-must be wrested from the control of a power which is hostile to it, 
and which seeks its destruction. It must, like every other great 
interest, be placed in charge of its friends. 

In speaking of the destruction of slavery in the Southern States, 
I would not be understood as supposing that summary abolition- 
could be effected even by all the power of the non-slaveholding 
States, unless they could succeed in exterminating the white race 
in the South ; but I refer to the disastrous and fatal consequences, 
that would befall an institution, which when properly regulated and 
protected by a fostering“Government, is the most benificent and 
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advantageous system of labor that has ever existed, from inter- 
ferences, agitations, disturbances, and injurious regulations, carry- 
ing in their train poverty, desolation and eventual ruin to the South- 
ern States. ; 

The assumption by Congress of jurisdiction over the subject 
of slavery, the constant evidences of growing hostility to it, 
and more than all the declaration sent abroad, and now received as 
inexorable law, that the area of African slavery is never to be ex- 
tended—that whatever may be the wants of the country, however 
the slavery district may be crowded with population, whatever vices 
and evils may result from redundant population, or labor unemploy- 
ed, this doomed district is to be hedged in by a wall of fire, and the 
common, natural and national right of expansidn to be denied to it, 
are startling facts. 

Notwithstanding temporary countervailing cadses, the close 
observer can already perceive the injurious effects growing out 
of these indirect assaults upon the institution of domestic 
slavery, in the necessity of more vigilant police regulations, 
and in the withdrawal of capital from the country, indicated by de. 
caying towns, neglect of public improvement, and comparative de- 
preciation of real estate. 

How much will not these injurious effects be hastened and in- 
creased when time shall have more fully developed the fatal fact, 
that the Federal Government is now, and is forever after to be or- 
ganized, upon the principle of hostility to slavery? The depression 
‘which follows a sense of political degradation, the decay of public 
spirit, the deterioration of public morals, not a little promoted by 
the demoralizing effects of the temptations to treachery, held out by 
the splendid patronage of the Federal Government, all will tend to 
the decay and ruin of the South. 

Such then, gentlemen, I am called upon, by an imperious sense 
ofduty to declare, is the present condition of Mississippi in com. 
mon with the other Southern States. The prospects before us 
are gloomy indeed. The times demand the firm and energetic 
action of every patriot. To permit ourselves to float down the 
stream, without a struggle, would inevitably seal our doom. To 
resolve again that we will not submit to further aggressions, 
after our former resolutions have been so contemptuously disregard- 
ed, and after we have been virtually stripped of every acre of the 
' public domain, would but invite further aggressions, if it did not 
justly subject usto the scorn and contempt of mankind. Let not 
the timid and the wavering seek to cover the. indignity by a sop- 
istry. History will vindicate truth, and will hereafter record the 
admission of California, as the application by Congress of the 
Wilmot Proviso to the vast and rich domain encircled by her. 
broad boundaries. 

The practical good sense of Mississippi discards the shallow : 
excuse. Relying -upon truth and justice, she dares meet the 
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question, and look itin the face. Her resolufions have long since 
been proclaimed to the world, that she would not submit. She 
will not submit. She will however, select her mode and measure 
of redress, with firmness, but with wisdom and prudence. Neither 
her Legislature nor her Executive, have power or authority to 
proclaim what will be her remedy. Their duty, will be discharged, 
by calling into active operation the sovereign power of the State, 
facilitating the full exercise of its authority, and providing in the 
mean time, that the State shall be prepared for any probable 
emergency. s ; 

Since the acts of Congress. above referred to, excluding the Sou- 
thern States from all share in California, abolishing the slave trade 
in the District of Columbia, and actually asserting the right of 
liberating slaves therein,—I have never for a moment doubted that 
it was my constitutional duty, in consonance with the resolutions 
of the Legislature, to convene that body. Not that I, at any time, 
supposed that the remedy, or the mode and measure of redress'was 
within the power of that body; but because, without their aid, the 
sovereign power of the State could not be legally invoked. It is 
therefore for you to determine, whether in your opinion we should 
patiently and meekly submit to the wrongs which have been inflicted 
upon us, acknowledge our inferiority, and throw ouiselves upon the 
generosity of the aggressor; or whether, as freemen and equals, 
we shall take steps to redress past wrongs and provide adequate 
protection for the future. j 

Believing as I do that submission to wrong and injury tends 
but to invite further aggression, and that no evils could befall 
us, so great as those which would be certain to flow from 
an acknowledgment of our inability or want of courage to 
protect ourselves, I shall at all times advocate the measures best 
calculated effectually to correct the evil and redress the wrong, apd 
best suited to the temper and spirit of freemen and equals in the 
confederacy. l 

To dévise and carry into effect the best means of redress 
for the past, and to obtain certain security for the future, I 
recommend that a legal convention of the people of the State should 
be called, with full and ample powers to take into consideration oür 
Federal relations, the aggressions which have been committed 
upon the rights of the Southern States, the dangers which threaten . 
our domestic institutions, and all kindred subjects ; and jointly with 
other States, or separately, to adopt such measures as may best 
comport with the dignity and safety of the State, and effectually 
correct the evils complained of. A Convention thus assembled, 
and representing the sovereignty of the State, would of course 
possess plenary powers, uncontrolled by any instructions or restric- 
tions which the Legislature might interpose. 

It might therefore be sufficient ‘for me, to recommend thé passage 
of proper laws to bring into existence such a Convention, leaving 
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the mode and measure of redress entirely to their wisdom when. 
thus assembled. To this high power, representing the majesty of 
the people, and constituted the proper exponents of their deliberate 
will all public authorities, and all good citizens, would yield 
cheerful and prompt obedience. 

I claim" not for my opinions any weight or influence to which 
‘they are not intrinsically entitled, or which does not belong to 
those of any other citizen ; but the position in which I have been 
placed by my fellow-citizens, would appear to justify, if not re- 
quire that in such a crisis, I should step forward, and add my 
advice to the common stock of public opinion. I shall, therefore, 
present it freely, frankly, and without reserve. 
. Having grown up with the State from its infancy, the father of 
a family, a property-holder, often honored with high office, I am 
bound to the State of Mississippi, by every tie which can unite 
man to the spot of earth which he calls his home. I desire her 
prosperity, her security, and repose. Her interests are mine. 
Her fate must be mine. From these considerations, I claim not 
exemption from error, but sincerity of purpose. in the éxpression ' 
of the solemn conviction of my mind, that, for the reasons which 
have been hastily glanced at'in this message, the union of these 
States has been. so grossly perverted from its original purposes, as 
to render its further continuance incompatible with the honor, the 
prosperity, and the safety of the slaveholding States, unless some 
correction of past aggressions, and some additional and more ef- 
fectual guarantees for our future protection, be obtained from our 
associates in the confederacy. 
' When I reflect upon the pertinacity with which the assaults 
upon our rights have been for years prosecuted, the evident in- 
crease of anti-slavery sentiments at the North, and the excitement 
there pervading nearly all classes against the law to provide for 
the extradition of fugitive slaves, I have little hope left that these 
guaranties, indispensibly E to our safety, will be yielded 
by a majority, flushed with recent victories, and encouraged by: 
apparent divisions among ourselves. Yet, to leave no effort at 
conciliation untried, and still further to unite with us those of our 
own people, who still look for a returning sense of justice in the 
North, let the propositions be distinetly made to the people of the 
non-slaveholding states, to' remedy the wrong so far as it may be 
in the power of Congress to do so, by obtaining from California 
concessions South of 36 deg. 30 min. or otherwise; and to consent, 
to such amendments of the Federal Constitution, as shall hereafter 
amply secure the rights of the slaveholding States from miscon- 
struction, and from further aggression. 

But, in the event of refusal, I do not hesitate to express my 
decid opinion, that the only effectual remedy to evils which 
` must continue to grow trom year to year, is to be found in the 
prompt and peaceable secession of the aggrieved States. 
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The probability of the ultimate necessity of a resort to 
this effeciive and unquestionable right of sovereign States, 
should be kept in view, whatever measures may be adopted 
by this State, either alone, or in concert with her sister States, 
to remedy existing evils. In the mean time, and as early as 
practicable, it is- of the highest importance that some common 
centre of opinion and action should be authoritatively established. 
This may be effected by the Conventions of the several assenting 
States providing for the organization, and subsequent frequent peri- 
odical appointment or election of a committee of safety for each 
state, to consist of a number equal to their Senators and Repre. 
sentatives in Congress. These committees, whose duty it should 
be, periodically, to assemble at some central point for the transac- 
‘tion of business, should be invested with adequate powers, absolute 
or contingent, to act for their respective States, upon all questions 
connected with the preservation and protection of their domestic 
institutions, and their equal rights as sovereign States. Such a 
body of men, even if clothed with the authority of buttwo or three 
States, would command respect, and secure quiet and peaceable 
results to their determinations. . | 

T have thus ventured to present some suggestions, for which I 
am alone responsible. They may be modified or changed by the 
result of the Nashville Convention now in session, and the action 
of the Georgia Convention, which will shortly meet for the pur- 
pose of taking the same important questions into consideration. 

Under our system of government happily, the right and privi- 
lege of determining these grave and momentous questions, involv- 
ing the honor and safety of the State, and the happiness and pros- 
perity of all its citizens, whether rich or poor, slaveholder or non- 
slaveholder, belong alone to the people. To them the appeal 
must be made, and their deliberate voice must control and direct 
the destiny of the State. I therefore respectfully recommend to 
the Legislature, to provide for an expression of the will of the 
people, by the call of a Convention at an early day. In this, there 
will be safety. When the sovereign power shall have spoken, all 

ood citizens, whatever may be their opinions, will acquiesce. 
All will vie with one another in patriotic zeal to maintain the 
dignity and authority of the State. Mississippi will then be united, - 
and harmonious counsels, and wise energetic action, will secure 
her safety. ; 

The very important and vital character of the questions, which 
are forced upon our consideration, has led me to look solely to 
remedies, not merely palliative, but effectual and permanent. 
There may be some temporary remedial measures, within the 
power of the Legislature. If.such can be devised, it will give me 
great pleasure to co-operate with you in their application. 

Although called together for special purposes, the Legislature, 
when assembled, possesses its constitutional powers to legislate 
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upon all subjects. I shall therefore take occasion in further special 
communications, to invite your attention to the propriety of some 
improvements in our present militia and patrol systems, and to the 
correction of some defects which experience has pointed out in the 
school and levee laws of last session. As this meeting of the 
Legislature occurs in the middle of the fiscal year, I have not 
thought it necessary or advisable to call for reports from the account 
ing officers of the Government, or to lay before you in detail the 
condition of the finances of the State, especially as no material 
changes, except those produced by the ordinary receipts and dis-. 
bursements have occurred. The materials are however at hand, 
and the reports can be promptly furnished if required. 

It gives me great satisfaction to announce, that with several 
trifling exceptions, the whole revenue of the past year, has been 
paid into the 'l'reasury, and to bear testimony to the ability and 
fidelity with which the principal State offices connected with the 
Executive Department have been conducted. 

The State Arsenal and the improvements on the Penitentiary 
buildings, directed at the last session of your honorable bodies, 
have been substantially and economically completed, and the re- 
pairs on the State Capitol and the building for a Lunatic Asylum, 
are in progress. 

At the last session of the Legislature the sum of twenty thou- 
sand dollars was placed subject to my control, under certain con- 
tingencies, connected with our Federal relations. This sum re- 
mains in the Treasury untouched, subject however to a small bill 
for printing expenses, not yet liquidated. 

In conclusion, Gentlemen, our gratitude is due to Divine Prov- 
idence for many blessings we have been permitted to enjoy, and 
for the privilege of this re-union. It is only saddened by the mel- 
ancholy reflection that death has summoned from your counse]s 
two distinguished Senators, whose wisdom and virtues aided your 
deliberations, and adorned the Senate Chamber. [allude to the 

` late Dabney Lipscomb, President of the Senate, and Benjamin 
Kennedy, the able and useful Senator from Carroll. 
J. A. QUITMAN. 

ExrcuTivE CHAMBER, 

Jackson, Nov. 18, 1850. 

Which was read. 

Mr. Lynch moved that twenty thousand copies of the message 
be printed for the use of the House; which was decided in the 
affirmative, by yeas and nays as follows: 

Yeas.—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Anderson, Barton, Brown, Buford, 
Bynum, Byrn, Bell, Barry, Blythe, Brooks, Beene, Baker of Pon. 
totoc, Cassidy, Collins, Clement, Dampier, Dunlap, Day, Durr, 
Echols, Ellis, Foote, Guy, Gatlin, Hinds, Hemmingway, Huie, 
Harrison, Jenkins, Johnson, Kelly, Kirkland, Lynch, Lewis, Mott, 
Malone, McAfee, Martin, Matthews, Metcalf, McInnis, Nelson, 
Noble, Neill, Nash, Rozell, Rawls, Suratt, Stewart of Marion, 
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Starke, Smith, Thomas of Marshall, Thames, Trussell, Thurman, 
"Tison, Weathersby, Webb, Welsh, West and Young—62. 

Nays.—Messrs. ‘Armstrong, Arthur, Ashe, Barden, Baker of 
Hinds, Catchings, Ford, Farrar, Griffin, Kimball, Myers, Nabors, 
Powell, Regan of Claiborne, Rogers, Stuart of Wilkinson, Smedes, 
Wall, White and Wilcox—20. 

The following message was received from the Senate, through 
Mr. Orr, their Secretary : 

Mr. Speaker: lam instructed to inform the House that the 
Senate have adopted the following joint resolution: 

Resolved, By the Legislature of the State of Mississippi, That 
the compensation of the Secretary of the Senate and the Clerk 
of the House of Representatives, shall be claimed and received in 
conformity with the law in force at the time of their election ; in 
which I am instructed to request the concurrence of the House of 
Representatives. 

On motion of Mr. Rozell, 

Resolved, That the city papers of Jackson be furnished each 
member of this House at the subscription price for the session. 

On motion of Mr. Stewart of Wilkinson, the House adjourned 
until to-morrow morning, 10 o'clock. 


TUESDAY, NovzeMzazn, 19, 1850. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment, and was opened with 
prayer by the Rev. Mr. Walker, of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. 

The Senate resolution, in relation to the compensation of the 
Secretary of the Senate and.the Clerk of the House of Represent. 
atives was called from the table. 

Mr. Metcalf moved that the House concur in the resolution. 

Considerable discussion arising, Mr. Noble called for the previous 
question, which being sustained, the question was taken——Shall the 
main question be now put? and decided in the affirmative. 

The question was then taken on the motion of Mr. Metcalf to 
-concur, and decided in the affirmative, by yeas and nays as follows : 

Yeas.—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Adams, Anderson, Aldridge, Ashe, 
Barton, Brown, Buford, Bynum, Barry, Blythe, Brooks, Cassedy, 
-Collins, Clement, Dunlap, Day, Durr, Echols, Ellis, Guy, Gatlin, 
Hemmingway, Huie, Harrison, Jenkins, Kelly, Kirkland, Kimball, 
Lynch, Lewis, Malone, Mott, McAfee, Magee, Martin, Matthews, 
Metcalf, Nabors, Nelson, Noble, Neill, Nash, Regan of Yazoo, 
Rozell, Rawls, Smedes, Smith, Thomas of Marshall, Thomas of 
` "Yazoo, Thames, Trussell, Talbert, Thurmond, Weathersby, Webb 
.and Welsh—57. 

Nays-—Messrs. Armstrong; Arthur, Bell, Bardin, Beene, Baker 
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of Hinds, Baker of Pontotoc, Catchings, Crusoe, Ford, Foote, 
Farrar, Griffin, Hinds, Henry, Johnson, Marble, Myers, Powell, 
Regan of Claiborne, Rogers; Suratt, Stewart of Marion, Stuart of 
Wilkinson, Seal, Tison, Wall, White, Wilcox, Westand Young—-31. 

On motion of Mr. Huie, the joint resolution, “that both Houses 
during the present session of the Legislature, will not act upon 
any matter except that for the consideration of which it has been 
specially convened by the Executive of the State,” was called from 
the table. 

Mr. Nabors offered the following amendment: 

Provided, That business purely local may be acted upon, and. 
that three days of the session be set apart for that purpose. 

Mr. Suratt called for the previous question, which being sustain-. 
ed, the question was taken on the adoption of the amendment, and 
decided in the negative. 

Mr. Buford moved to lay the previous question and resolution on 
the table, whichevas lost, by yeas and nays as follows: 

'eas.—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Arthur, Brown, Buford, Bynum, 
Barry, Blythe, Brooks, Beene, Cassidy, Clement, Echols, Ellis, 
Gatlin, Griffin, Hinds, Harrison, Jenkins, Kelly, Kirkland, Kim-. 
ball, Metcalf, Myers, McInnis, Nash, Regan of Claiborne, Rawls, 
Starke, Smedes, Seal, Smith, Thomas of Yazoo, Thames, Talbert 
and Weathersby—35. 

Nays.—Messrs. Adams, Anderson, Armstrong, Aldridge, Ashe, 
Barton, Bell, Bardin, Baker of Hinds, Baker of Pontotoc, Collins, 
Catchings, Crusoe, Dampier, Dunlap, Day, Durr, Ford, Foote, 
Farrar, Guy, Hemmingway, Huie, Henry, Johnson, Lynch, Lewis, 
Malone, Mott, McAfee, Magee, Martin, Matthews, Marble, Nabors,. 
Nelson, Noble, Neill, Regan of Yazoo, Rozell, Rogers, Suratt, 
Stewart of Marion, Thomas of Marshall, Trussell, Thurmond, 
Tison, Webb, Wall, White, Wilcox, Welsh, West and Young—54.. 

The question was then taken upon the adoption of the resolution 
and decided in the affirmative, by yeas and nays as follows: 

Yeas.—Messrs. Adams, Anderson, Armstrong, Aldridge, Ashe, 

. Barton, Bell, Bardin, Baker of Hinds, Baker of Pontotoc, Collins, 
Catchings, Crusoe, Dampier, Dunlap, Day, Ford, Foote, Farrar, 
Guy, Hemmingway, Huie, Henry, Jenkins, Johnson, Kimball, 
Lynch, Lewis, Malone, Mott, McAfee, Magee, Martin, Matthews, 
Marble, Nabors, Nelson, Noble, Neill, Powell, Rozeli, Rogers, 
Suratt, Stewart of Marion, Stuart of Wilkinson, Thomas of Mar- 
shall, Thurmond, Tison, Wall, White, Wilcox, Welsh, West 
and Young—o4. 

Nays.—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Arthur, Brown, Buford, Bynum, 
Barry, Blythe,<Brooks, Beene, Cassedy, Clement, Echols, Ellis, 
Gatlin, Griffin, Hinds, Harrison, Kelly, Kirkland, Metcalf, Myers, 
McInnis, Nash, Regan of Claiborne, Regan of Yazoo, Rawls, 
Starke, Seal, Smedes, Smith, Thomas of Yazoo, Thames, Trussell, 
Weathersby and Webb—35. 
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Mr. Nabors offered the-following resolution : 

, Resolved, That twenty thousand copies of Washington's Fare- 
j well Address be printed for the use of the House, to accompany 
i and be stitched to the Governor's Message, ordered to be p:'nted 

on yesterday. 

Mr. Tison moved to lay the resolution on the table, which was 
sustained by yeas and nays as follows : 

Yeas.—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Adams, Anderson, Armstrong, 
Barton, Bynum, Bell, Barry, Bardin, Blythe, Brooke, Beene, Baker 
of Pontotoc, Cassidy, Clement, Dampier, Durr, Echols, Ellis, Guy, 
Gatlin, Hinds, Harrison, Jenkins, Kelly, Kirkland, Lynch, Lewis, 
Malone, Mott, McAfee, Magee, Martin, Matthews, Nelson, Noble, 
Nash, Rawls, Suratt, Stewart of Marion, Thomas of Marshall, 
T'nomas of Yazoo, Thames, Thurmond, Tison, Weathersby, Webb, 
Welsh and Young—50. 

Nays.—Messrs. Arthur, Aldridge, Ashe, Brown, Buford, Baker 

s of Hinds, Collins, Catchings, Crusoe, Dunlap, Day, Ford, -Foote, 
Farrar, Griffin, Huie, Henry, Johnson, Kimball, Metcalf, Myers, 
McInnis, Nabors, Neill, Powell, Regan of Claibarne, Regan of 
Yazoo, Rozell, Rogers, Stewart of Wilkinson, Starke, Seal, Smith, — 
Smedes, Talbert, Wall, White, Wilcox and West—39. 

On motion of Mr. Crusoe,’ 

Resolved, That his Excellency, the Governor of this State, be 
requested to inform the House of Representatives whether any 
official correspondence has taken place between the Governor of 
this State and the Executives of other Southern States, with refer- 
ence to any action or proposed action of the Southern States upon 
the subject of slavery, or the secession of the Southern States from 
the Union; and if yea, to furnish the House of Representatives 
with a copy of such correspondence. 

On motion of Mr. Starke, the Governor’s Message was called 
from the table, and made the special order of the day for committee 
of the whole House, on to-morrow morning at 10 o’clock. 

On motion of Mr. Gatlin, the House adjourned until to-morrow 
morning, 10 o’clock. 
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WEDNESDAY, Novemser 20, 185U. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Nash, by leave, presented joint resolutions of the Legisla- 
ture of the State of Mississippi, in relation to our Senators and 
Representatives in.Congress, which were read the first time. 

Mr. Durr moved that the rules of the House be suspended, and 
that the said resolutions be read a second time. 

Mr. Adams moved to lay said motion on the table; which was 
decided in the negative, by yeas and nays as follows, to wit: 
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Yeas.—Messrs. Adams, Armstrong, Arthur, Aldridge, Ashe, 
Collins, Catchings, Crusoe, Chisholm, Day, Ford, Foote, Farrar, 
Huie, Henry, Johnson, Kimball, Marble, Myers, McInnis, Nabors,. 
Powell, Regan of Claiborne, Regan of Yazoo, Rogers, Stuart of 
Wilkinson, Starke, Smedes, Smith, Talbert, Wall, White, Wilcox 
and West—34. . 

Nays.—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Anderson, Barton, Brown, Buford, 
Bynum, Bell Barden, Brooks, Beene, Barry, Blythe, Baker of 
Pontotoc, Cassidy, Clement, Dampier, Dunlap, Durr, Echols, Ellis, ` 
Guy, Gatlin, Hinds, Jenkins, Kelley, Kirkland, Lynch, Lewis, - 
Malone, Mott, McAfee, Magee, Martin, Matthews, Metcalf, Neill, 
Noble, Nelson, Nash, Rozell, Suratt, Stewart of Marion, Seal, 
Thomas, ot Marshall, Thomas, of Yazoo, Thames, Thurmond, 
Tison, Weathersby, Webb and Young—5l. 

The question was then taken on the motion for a suspension of 
the rules, and decided in the negative, by yeas and nays as follows: 

Yeas.—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Anderson, Barton, Brown, Bell, 
Buford, Barry, Bynum, Brooks, Barden, Blythe, Beene, Baker 
of Pontotoc, Cassidy, Clement, Dampier, Dunlap, Durr, Echols, 
Ellis, Guy, Gatlin, Hinds, Harrison, Jenkins, Kelley, Kirkland, 
Lynch, Lewis, Malone, Mott, McAfee, Magee, Martin, Metcalf, 
Matthews, Noble, Nash, Nelson, Neill; Rozell, Suratt, Stewart, of 
Marion, Starke, Seal, Thomas of Marshall, Thomas of Yazoo, 
Thames, Thurmond, Tison, Weathersby, Webb and ‘Young—53. 

Nays.—-Messrs. Adams, Armstrong, Arthur, Aldridge, Ashe, 
Collins, Catchings, Crusoe, Chisholm, Day, Ford, Foote, Farrar, 
Huie, Henry, Johnson, Kimball, Marble, Myers, McInnis, Nabors; 
Powell, Regan of Claiborne, Regan of Yazoo, Rogers, Stuart of 
Wilkinson, Smedes, Smith, Talbert, Wall, White, Wilcox and 
West—33. 

Mr. Foote offered the following resolution : 

Resoleed, That while we do not, all of us, fully approve of the 
measures of adjustment recently passed by Congress, we still 
regard these measures as a solemn settlement of questions which 
threatened the existence of out Government, and that it is our duty 
and our interest as a people, and consistent with our honor as Sou- 
thern men, to acquiesce in these enactments of Congress, so long 
as they remain the laws of the land. 

Mr. Clement moved that the resolution be referred to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House, and considered in connection with 
the.Governor’s Message; which was decided in the affirmative, 
by yeas and nays as follows, to wit: i 

Yeas.—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Anderson, Barton, Brown, Bell, 
Buford, Barry, Bynum, Barden, Blythe, Beene, Cassidy, Clement, 
Dampier, Dunlap, Durr, Echols, Ellis, Guy, Gatlin, Hinds, Har- 
rison, Jenkins, Kelley, Kirkland, Lynch, Lewis, Malone, McAfee, 
Mott, Magee, Martin, Matthews, Metcalf, Noble, Neill, Nash, Nel- 
son, Rozell, Suratt, Stewart of Marion, Thomas of Yazoo, Thomas of 
Marshall, Thames, Tison, Thurmond, Weathersby and Webb—48. 
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Nays.—Messrs. Adams, Armstrong, Aldridge, Arthur, Ashe, 
Baker, of Pontotoc, Brooks, Collins, Catchings, Chisholm, Crusoe, 
Day, Ford, Foote, Farrar, Griffin, Henry, Huié, Johnson, Kimball, 
Marble, Myers, McInnis, Nabors, Powell, Regan, of Claiborne, 
Regan of Yazoo, Rogers, Stuart, of Wilkinson, Starke, Smedes, 
Smith, Talbert, Wall, White, Wilcox, West and Young—38. ` 

On motion of Mr. Durr, leave of absence was granted Mr. 
Trussell, of Lauderdale, during his indisposition. 

On motion of Mr. Foote, leave of absence was granted to Mr. 
Welsh during his indisposition. 

On motion of Mr. Hinds, the vote taken on yesterday, referriug 
the message of the Governor to a committee of the whole House, 
was reconsidered. 

Mr. Hinds introduced the following joint resolution, to wit : 

Resolved, The Senate concurring, that the Governor's Message 
be referred to a joint select committee, composed of fourteen mem- 
bers on the part of the House, and on the part of the Senate,. 
and that they have leave to report by bill or otherwise. ; 

"On motion of Mr. Hinds, the rule requiring joint resolutions to 
lie one day on the table was dispensed with, and the resolution read 
the second time and adopted. 

The following message was received from the Senate, by Mr. 
Orr, their Secretary : . 

Mr. Speaker: The Senate have adopted the following joint 
resolution : ii 

. Resolved, The House concurring, that the State Printer be au- 
thorized to pre-pay the postage on Public Documents sent off during 
the present session of the Legislature, and to render an account of 
the same, with a receipt of the Postmaster, in their bill for Print- 
ing; in which I am instructed to request the concurrence of the 
House. 

Mr. Webb moved that the House concur in the resolution, which 
motion prevailed, by yeas and nays as follows : 

Yeas.—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Apderson, Armstrong, Ashe, 
Brown, Buford, Bynum, Barton, Barden, Beene, Cassidy, Collins, 
Clement, Chisholm, Dunlap, Day, Echols, Ellis, Guy, Gatlin, Huie, 
Hinds, Harrison, Johnson, Kirkland, Kelley, Lynch, Lewis, Mott, 
Malone, McAfee, Martin, Magee, Matthews, Metcalf, Noble, Neill, 
Nelson, Nabors, Nash, Regan of Claiborne, Regan of Yazoo, 
Rozell, Stewart of Marion, Stuart of Wilkinson, Starke, Smedes, 
Smith, Thomas, of Yazoo, Thomas, of Marshall, Thames, Webb, 
Weathersby, White and Wileox—55. ` ME 

Nays.—Messrs. Adams, Arthur, Barry, Blythe, Brooks, Baker 
of Hinds, Baker of Pontotoc, Bell, Catchings, Crusoe, Foote, F'ar- 
rar, Griffin, Henry, Kimball, Myers, McInnis, Marble, Powell, 
Rogers, Suratt, Thurmond, Tison, Wall and Young—26. 

The following message was received from his Excellency, tlie 
Governor, by Mr. McDonald, his private secretary : 
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Mr. SrzAkER: I am instructed by his Excellency, the Governor, 
to deiiver to the House of Representatives a message in writing + 
EXEcurIvE DEPARTMENT, 
Jackson, Nov. 20th, 1850. 
To the House of Representatives : 

In compliance with the resolution of the House of Representa- 
tives, requesting me to inform that body whether any official ‘cor- 
respondence has taken place between me and the Executives of 
other Southern States, with reference to any action or proposed 
action of the Southern States on the subject of slavery, or the 
secession of the Southern States from the Union, and if so to 
furnish the House of Representatives with a copy of such corre- 
spondence, I have the honor to inform the House that no official 
correspondence whatever has taken place between myself and any 
Governor of any of the Southern States in reference to either of 
these subjects, except the ordinary civilities accompanying the 
transmission of messages, and other public documents connected 
with the subject of slavery. 

J. A. QUITMAN. 

Mr. Arthur offered the following preamble and resolution: 

Whereas, preamble and resolutions have to-day been introduced 
into this body censuring the course of the Hon. Henry S. Foote, 
one of our Senators in Congress, during the last session of Con- 
gress, upon the important questions in relation to the subject of 
slavery; and whereas, the Hon. Henry S. Foote is now in the city’ 
of Jackson, be it therefore 4 

Resolved, That the Hon. Henry S. Foote be heard at the bar 
of this House, on to-morrow morning, at 11 o’clock. 

Mr. Barton offered the following amendment to the resolution, 
as a substitute : 

Resolved, That the Hall of the House of Representatives be 
tendered to the Hon. Henry S. Foote, this afternoon, at 3 o'clock, 
for the purpose of addressing his constituents. 

Mr. Arthur accepted the amendment, and, after considerable 
discussion, withdrew the same. 

Mr. Suratt re-offered the resolution, and called for the previous 
question, which being sustained, the question was taken on the 
adoption of the resolution, and decided i in the affirmative. 

On motion of Mr. Henry, leave of absence was granted to Mr. 
White. in consequence of sicknoss in his family. 

On motion of Mr. Young, the House adjourned until to-morrow 
morning, 10 o'clock. 


THURSDAY, Novemser 21, 1850. 


House met pursuant to adjournment. 
Mr. Talbert suggested the indisposition of Mr. Wall—leave of 


absence was granted during his illness. 
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. The Speaker announced the following as the members of the 
joint committee on the part of the House, raised on the resolution 

f Mr. Hinds, adopted on yesterday, referring the message of the 
Governor, to wit: Messrs. Barton, Barry, Hinds, Durr, Clement, 
Gatlin, Brown, Neill, Cassidy, Wilcox, Henry, Young, Starke and 


Foote. ; 
The following message. was received from the Senate, by Mr. 


Orr, their Secretary : l 
Mr. Sreraxer: The Senate have adopted the following joint 


resolution : 

Resolved, That so much of the Governor's Message as relate 
to the call of a Convention to take into consideration our Federal 
relations, the aggressions which have been committed upon the 
rights of the Southern States, the danger which threatens our do- 
mestic institutions, and all kindred subjects, be referred to a joint 


* 


1 committee of seven on the part of the Senate, and — on the part 


\ 
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A 


Nr nnd Maronis et agp . 


of the Hause, to report by bill or otherwise, upon the subject : 
| — And have appointed, on the part of the Senate, Messrs. Stone, 
Pettus, Stewart, Cannon, Drane, Sharkey and Greer ; 

In which Iam instructed to desire the concurrence of the House. . 

On motion of Mr. Suratt, the resolution of the Senate was con- 
curred in, and the committee announced by the Speaker this morn- 
ing appointed on the part of the House. 

On motion of Mr. Nash, the joint resolutions of the Legislature 
of the State of Mississippi, in relation to our Senators and Repre- 
sentatives in Congress, were called up and read the second time. 

Mr. Nabors offered the following amendment, to wit : 

Resolved, That while the acts of compromise or adjustment, re- 
cently passed by Congress, are not, in all their parts, such as we 
could have wished, yet, regarding them as constituting a great 
scheme for the termination of national controversies, the restoration 
of harmony to our national councils, and the preservation of the 

Union, we acquiesce in and abide by them, as a part of the su- 

preme law of the land. , l 

+ Resolved, That while we acquiesce in the enactments referred 
f to, and feel a strong ‘attachment to the Union established by our 
/ forefathers, still we declare that infractions of the constitution 
might occur, which would amount to intolerable oppression, and 
as such, would justify a resort to the strongest. measures of resist- 
ance; among which infractions, we will enumerate the following: 
~ lst.—The interference, by Congressional legislation, with sla- 
very inthe States. . 

2d.—Interference in the trade in slaves between the States. 

3d.—The abolition of slavery in the District of Columbia. 

4th.— The refusal of Congress to admit a new State into the 
Union on account of a system of slavery within her limits. 
5th.—The passage of any law inhibiting slavery in the territo- 


ries, or any of them. 
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6th.—The repeal of the Fugitive Slave Bill, or the nonentree| 
ment of its provisions by the General Government. uu 

Mr. Nash moved to lay the proposed amendment on the table ; 
Which was decided in the negative, by yeas and nays as follows, 
to wit: , 

Yeas.—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Anderson, Barton, Brown, Bu. 
ford, Bynum, Byrn, Bardin, Brooks, Beene, Cassidy, Dampier, 
Durr, Echols, Ellis, Guy, Gatlin, Hinds, Harrison, Kelly, Kirkland, 
Lynch, Lewis, Malone, Mott, Magee, Martin, Matthews, Metcalf, 
Nelson, Noble, Neill, Nash, Rozell, Rawls, Stewart of Marion, 
Seal, Thomas of Marshall, Thomas of Yazoo, Thames, Thurmond, 
Vaiden, Weathersby and Webb—45. 

Nays.—Messrs. Adams, Armstrong, Arthur, Aldridge, Ashe, Bell, 

. Blythe, Baker of Hinds, Baker of Pontotoc, Catchings, Clement, 
Collins, Crusoe, Chisholm, Dunlap, Day, Ford, Foote, Farrar, 
Griffin, Hemingway, Huié, Henry, Jenkins, Johnson, Kimball, 
McAfee, Marble, Myers, McInnis, Nabors, Powell, Regan of Clai- 
borne, Regan of Yazoo, Rogers, Suratt, Starke, Smedes, Stuart of 
Wilkinson, Smith, Talbert, Tison, Wilcox, West and Young—45. . 

Mr..Lynch moved that the amendment be referred to the joint 
select committee raised on the Governor’s Message. 

Mr. Foote rose to a point of order, stating that the amendment 
could not be referred, in the manner proposed, without carrying > 
with it the original resolutions. 

The Chair overruled the point of order. 

Mr. Huie moved that the preamble and resolutions, together with 
the amendment, be referred to a committee.of the whole House. 

On motion of Mr. Hinds, the motion was laid on the table. 

The question was then taken on the motion of Mr. Lynch, and 
decided in the affirmative. 

Mr. Foote offered the following amendment : 

Amend, by additional resolution, viz’: 

Resolved, That such of our Senators and Representatives in 
Congress who voted for the Utah and New Mexico bills, did, in so 
voting, violate the instructions and requests of the last session of 
the Legislature of this State. 

rn motion of Mr. Gatlin, the amendment was laid upon the 
table. 

. Mr. Nash moved that thé rules be suspended, to the end that the 
resolutions be read the third time, and put upon their pnssage. 

Mr. Hemmingway offered the following amendment, to wit: 

Amend by striking out the last resolution. ' 

Mr. Suratt offered the following amendment to the amendments, 
VIZ: e 

Amend 1st resolution, by striking out all after the words, “the 
people of Mississippi.” 

Amend 2d resolution, by striking out all after the words, “is 
approved.” 
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Mr. Hemmingway accepted of the amendment to this proposed 
amendment. 

Mr. Kelly moved to lay the amendment on the table, which was 
decided in the affirmative, by yeas and nays as follows, to, wit : 

Yeas.—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Anderson, Barton, Brown, Barry, 
Buford, Bynum, Byrn, Blythe, Brooks, Beene, Cassidy, Clement, 
Dampier, Durr, Echols, Ellis, Guy, Hinds, Harrison, Jenkins, 
Kelly, Kirkland, Lynch, Lewis, Malone; Mott, McAfee, Martin, 
Matthews, Magee, Metcalf, Nelson, Noble, Neill, Nash, Rozell, 
Rawls, Stewart of Marion, Seal, Thomas of Marshall, Thomas of 
Yazoo, Thames, Thurmond, Vaiden and Weathersby—406. 

Nays.—Messrs. Armstrong, Arthur, Aldridge, Ashe, Bell, Bar- 
din, Baker of Hinds, Baker of Pontotoc, Collins, Catchings, Chis- 
holm, Crusoe, Dunlap, Ford, Foote, Farrar, Gatlin, Griffin, Huie, 
Hemmingway, Henry, Johnson, Kimball, Marble, Myers, McInnis, 
Nabors, Powell, Regan of Claiborne, Regan of Yazoo, Stuart of 
Wilkinson, Suratt, Smedes, Smith, Starke, Talbert, Tison, Webb, 
Wilcox, Welsh, West and Young—43. 

Mr. Clement offered the following amendment : 

Amend, by striking out the word all in the last resolution, imme- 
diately after the name Henry S. Foote, and insert in lieu thereof, 
many of 

Mr. Starke moved that the original preamble and resolutions, 
with the amendments, be laid on the table, which was negatived, 
by yeas and nays, as follows: 

Yeas.—Messrs. Adams, Armstrong, Arthur, Aldridge, Ashe, 
Baker of Hinds, Baker of Pontotoc, Collins, Catchings, Chisholm, 
Crusoe, Ford, Foote, Farrar, Griffin, Huie, Henry, Johnsen, Kim- 
ball, Marble, Myers, McInnis, Nabors, Powell, Regan of Yazoo, 
Regan of Claiborne, Stuart of Wilkinson, Starke, Smith, Talbert, 
Wilcox, Welsh, West and Young—34. 

Nays-—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Anderson, Barton, Brown, Bell, 
Buford, Bynum, Byrn, Barry, Bardin, Blythe, Brooks, Beene, Cas- - 
sidy, Clement, Dampier, Dunlap, Durr, Echols, Ellis, Guy, Gatlin, 
Hinds, Hemmingway, Harrison, Jenkins, Kelly, Kirkland, Lynch, 
Lewis, Malone, Mott, McAfee, Magee, Martin, Matthews, Metcalf, 
Nelson, Noble, Neill, Nash, Rozell, Rawls, Rogers, Suratt, Seal, 
Stewart of Magion, Thomas of Marshall, Thomas of Yazoo, Tison, 
Thames, Vaiden, Webb and Weathersby—54. Tied 

Pending the question on the amendment of Mr. Clement, 

The House, on motion of Nr. Brooks, adjourned until to-morrow 
morning, 10 o'clock. 
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‘FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 22, 1850. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment, and proceeded to the 
consideration of the unfinished business, to wit: the amendment 
offered by Mr. Clement to the joint resolutions in relation to our 
Senators and Representatives in Congress; and the question be. 
ing taken on the adoption of said amendment, it was decided in 
the negative. 

Mr. Tison moved that the vote taken on yesterday, laying the 
amendment offered by Mr. Suratt on the table, be reconsidered ; 
which was decided in the negative. 

Mr. Hinds moved that the resolutions be considered as éngrossed, 
read a third time, and put upon their passage. 

Pending the motion, the following message was received from the 
Senate, by Mr. Orr, their Secretary, viz: 

Mr. SrEAKER: The Senate have adopted the following joint . 
resolution : 

Resolved, The House concurring, that the joint select committee 
to whom is referred that part of the Governor's message relating to 
the call of a Convention, be instructed, in the event "of their re- 
porting a bill in relation thereto, to provide for submitting to the 
people the question, whether there shall be a Convention or not ; 

And have instructed me to request the concurrence of the House . 
therein. 

Mr. Speaker: lam instructed by the Senate to request the 
recall, from the House of Representatives, the joint resolution in. 
structing the select committee to whom was referred the Governor's 
message. 

Pending the question on the motion of Mr. Hinds, : 

On motion-of Mr. Starke, the House adjourned until to-morrow 
morning, at 10 o’clock. 


SATURDAY, NovEMBER 23, 1850. 


'The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

On motion of Mr. Dunlap, leave of absence was granted to Mr. 
Huie. 

On motion of Mr. Hinds, leave of absence was granted to Mr. 
McAfee, during his indisposition. 

Mr. Brooks gave notice that he would, on to-morrow, or at an 
early day, introduce a bill toi repeal the Ist section ot an act entitled 
-anact in relation to the 16th section fund in Noxubee and Coahoma 
counties, approved 4th March, 1850, so far as said section refers to 
Noxubee county; and to provide that the 16th section fund of each 
township shall be appropriated to each child rateably, without re. 
gard to the place where he may be sent to school. 


El 
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“On motion of Mr. Starke, the Senate resolution instructing the 
joint select committee raised on the Governor's message, was 
called up; and on motion of Mr. Kelly, the Clerk was instructed 
to return the same to the Senate at their request. 

A message from the Senate, through Mr. Orr, their Secretary : 

Mr. Spraker: The Senate have given leave to the introduc- 
tion of bills of the following titles : 

A bill to be entitled an act to extend „the jurisdiction of Justices 
of the Peace of the county of Tishemingo to action of damages; 

À bill to be entitled an act to amend an act entitled an act to 
incorporate Hernando Female Academy; 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate Newton Female Col- 
legiate Institute ; 

A pill entitled an act to authorize the Board of County Police of 
Yazoo to sell the public buildings, and other property belonging to 

said county, in the town of Benton, in said count 
^. A bill to be entitled an act to amend the Levee Laws ot Wash- 
ington county; 

A bill to be entitled an act to authorize the Boards of Police in 
certain counties therein named, to lay a tax for county purposes; 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for the construction of a 
Levee in the counties of DeSoto, Tunica and Coahoma, for the 
protection of the State and school lands ; 

A bill to be entitled an act for the benefit of W. D. Robbins and 
Benj. C. Earles; 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of assignees of judg- 
ments ; 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend an act entitled an act to 
legalize the sales of the 16th section in the county of Smith, in the 
State of Mississippi; 

The President of the Senate has signed bills of the following 
titles : 

A resolution relative to the Secretary of the Senate and Clerk 
of the House of Representatives ; : 
A resolution relative to the Postage upon Public Documents ; 

Mr. Webb offered the following resolution, which was adopted, 
to wit : 

Resolved, That the Clergymen of the various religious denomi- 
nations of this city, be requested alternately to offer prayers in this 
House, at the opening of each morning’s session, and that they be 
invited to seats within the bar of this House. 

Mr. Barry, from the joint standing committee on enrolled bills, 
made the following report : 

Mr. SeEAKER: The joint standing committee on enrolled bills, 
have this day forwarded to his Excellency, the Governor, for his 
signature and approval, resolütions of the following titles, to wit : 

Resolutions relative to the Secretary of the Senate and Clerk of 
the House of Representatives ; 

Resolutions relative to the Postage upon Public Documents ; 
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Mr. Harrison offered the following resolution, which was adopted, 
o wit: 

Resolved, That during the remainder of this session of the Le. 
gislature, this, House shall meet at 10 o'clock, a. m., and adjourn at 
1 o'clock, p. m., and meet again at 3 o'clock, p. m., and adjourn at 
. — o'clock, p. m. on each day; io take effect on and after Tuesday 

next, . . 

On motion of Mr. Foote, the use of the Hall was tendered to 
the “Union Party,” on Nonday evening next. , 
` The House proceeded to.the consideration of the unfinished busi- 
ness, to wit: the resolutions in relation to our Senators and Rep- 
resentatives in Congress ; the question being upon the motion of 
Mr. Hinds, that the resolutions be considered as engrossed, read a 
third time, and put upon their passage. 

During the discussion of the motion, Mr. Young rose to a point 
of order, and moved that the Speaker confine the debate to the 
question before.the House. 

The Chair sustained the point of order, and enforced the rule of 
the Heuse. 

Pending the question on Mr. Hinds’ motion, 

The House, on motion of Mr. Wilcox, adjourned until Monday 
morning, at 10 o'clock. 


MONDAY, Novemser 25, 1850. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Prayer was offered by the Rev. Mr. Johnston, of the Episcopal 
Church of the city of Jackson. e 

Mr. Wilcox offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, The Senate concurring, that the two Houses of this 
Legislature will adjourn on Thursday next, at 4 o'clock, p. m. 

On motion of Mr. Wilcox, the rule requiring joint resolutions to 


lie on the table one day was dispensed with, and the resolution 
read the second time. 

Mr. .Foote offered the following amendment : 

Amend by striking out Thursday, and insert Saturday. 

Mr. Young called for a division of the question. 

Mr. Starke moved to lay the resolution and the proposed amend- 
ment on the table ; which was decided in the negative. 

. The question was then taken on striking out, and decided in the 
affirmative. ; 

The question was then taken on inserting Saturday, and decided 
in the affirmative. l 

The question was then taken on the adoption of the resolution, 
as amended, and decidedin the affirmative. . 

On motion of Mr. Chisholm, leave of absence was granted Mr. 
Nash, during his indisposition. 


Ll 
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Mr. Barton, from a joint select committee, made the following 
report : 

Mr. SezAkER: The joint select committee to whom was re- 
ferred the Governor's message, have instructed me to report that 
they have discharged the duty assigned them, and have reported a 
bill to the Senate. The same committee, to whom were also re- 
ferred the resolutions offered by Mr. Nabors, as an amendment to 


the resolutions offered by Mr. Nash, relative to our Senators and 


Representatives in- Congress, have instructed me to report said re. 
solutions back to the House, with a recommendation that they be 
indefinitely postponed. 

Mr. Barton moved that the report be received and agreed to. 

Mr. Wilcox moved that the consideration of said report be-post- 
poned until to-morrow morning, at 10 o'clock ; which motion, 
having precedence, was put, and decided in the affirmative. 

The House then proceeded to the consideration of the unfinished 
business: the resolutions in relation to our Senators and Repre. 
sentatives in Congress; the question being on the motion of Mr. 
Hinds, that the resolutioris be considered as engrossed, read a third 
time, and put upon their passage. : 

Which motion being sustained, the question recurred upon the 


S adoption of the resolutions. 


On motion of Mr. Neill, the vote on each resolution was taken 
separately. ` 

The question was then taken on the adoption of the first resolu- 
tion, and decided in the afirmative, by yeas and nays as follows, 
to wit: 

Yeas.—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Anderson, Barton, Brown, Buford, 
Bynum, Byrn, Bell, Barry, Bardin, Blythe, Brooks, Beene, Cassi- 
dy, Clement, Calhoun, Dampier, Durr, Echols, Estelle, Ellis, Guy, 
Gatlin, Hinds, Hemmingway, Harrison, Jenkins, Kelly, Kirkland, 
Lynch, Lewis, Malone, Mott, McAfee, Magee, Martin, Matthews, 
Metcalf, Nelson, Noble, Neill, Rozell, Rawls, Suratt, Seal, Stewart 
of Marion, Thomas of Marshall, Thomas of Yazoo, Thurmond, 
Thames, Trussell, Vaiden, Weathersby and Webb—54. 

Nays—-Messrs. Adams, Armstrong, Arthur, Aldridge, Ashe, 
Baker of Hinds, Baker of Pontotoc, Collins, Catchings, Crusoe, 
Dunlap, Day, Ford, Foote, Farrar, Griffin, Henry, Johnson, Kim. 
ball, Myers, McInnis, McNabb, Nabors, Powell, Regan of. Yazoo, 
Regan of Claiborne, Rogers, Stewart of Wilkinson, Starke, Smith, 
Smedes, Talbert, Tison, Wall, Wilcox, Welsh, West and Young 
—38. . . 
Mr. Nabors offered the following amendment, by way of ryder 
to the second resolution, to wit: . 

Provided, That nothing herein contained shall be so construed 
as condemnatory of the Hon. Jeff. Davis, Senator, and Messrs. 
Thompson, Featherston, MeWillie and Brown, Representatives, 
where the said Senator and Representatives happened to vote with 


Senator Foote. 


T 


Mr; Hinds moved to lay said proposed'amendment on the table ; j 
which bs decided ín the affirmative, “by yeas a and nays as follows, 
to wit: E. 

 Yeusi-—Mr. TENA Messrs.” Anderson; Barton, Brown, Bell, 
Buford, Bynurn, Byrn, Barty, Bardin; Blythe, Brooks, Beene, Baker 
of Pontotoc, Cassidy, Clement, Calhoun, Dampier, Dunlap, Durr, - 
Echols, Ellis, Guy, Gatlin, Hinds. Harrison, Jenkins, Kirkland, 
Kelly, Lynch; Lewis, Malone, Mott, Magee, Martin, Matthews, 
Metcalf, Nelson, Noble, Neill, Rozell, Rawls, Suratt, Stewart of 
Marion, Starke, Thomas of Maishall, ‘Thomas of. Yazoo, Thames, ` 
Thurmond, Tison, Vaiden, Weathersby and Webb—52. 

Najs. — Messrs. Adams, Armstrong, Arthur, Ashe, Baker of 
Hinds, Collins,“ Catchings, Crusoe, Day, Ford, Foote, Farrar, 
Griffin, Hemmingway, Henry, Johnson, Kimball, Myers, McInnis, 
McNabb, Nabors, Powell, Regan of Claiborne, Regan of Yazoo, 
Rogers, Stuart of Wilkinson, Smedes, Smith, Talbert, Welsh, West, 
Wilcox and Young—33. 

Mr. Foote offered,the following amendment to the 2d resolution : 

Amend, by adding after the word “course,” wherever it occurs, 
the words, “and votes." 

On motion of Mr. Hinds, the amendment was laid on the table, 
by yeas and'nays as follows : 

-Yeas.—Mr. Speaker, Messrs: Anderson, Barton, Brown, Bell, . 
Buford, Bynum, Byrn, Barry, Bardin, Blythe, Brooks, Beene, Baker 
of Pontotdc, Cassidy, Clement, Calhoun, ‘Dampier, Dunlap, Durr, 
Echols, Elis, Guy, Gatlin, Hinds, Harrison, Jenkins, Kirkland, .. 
Kelly; Lynch; Lewis, Malone, Mott, Mageé, Martin; Matthews, 
Metcalf, Nelson, Noble, Neill, Rozell, Rawls, Suratt, Stewart of 
Marion” Thomas of Marshall; "Phomas of Yazoo, Thames, Tison, 
Thurmond, ‘Vaiden, Weathersby and Webb—52. - 

Nays. — Messrs. Adams, Armstrong, Arthur, Ashe, Baker. “of 
Hinds, Collins, Catchings, Crusoe, Day, Ford, Foote, Farrar, 
Griffin, Henry, Johnson, Kimball, Myers, McInnis, McNabb, Na- 
bors; Powell, Regan of Claibórtie, Regan of Yazoo, Rogers, Stuart 
of Wilkinson, Starke, Smedes, Smith, Talbert, Wilcox, Welsh, 
"West and Young—33.- 

Mr. Vaiden- offered the following — À by way of ryder: 

Resolved, That the inconsistent and vacillating course of the 
Hon. H. S. Foote, Senator in Congress from the State of Missis- 
sippi, on many questions affecting the riglits of the South, meets 
with our unqualified condemnation—that we demand of him a rés." 
titution of the trust committed to his charge, and request hisi imme- f 
diate resignation. 

. Mr. Foote moved to i the ryder on the ibis 

Mr. Vaiden withdrew his amendment. 

Mr. Crusoe re-offered the ryder, and the question was taken on 
the motion of Mr. Foote to lay the same on the table, and decided 
in the affirmative, by yeas and nays, as follows: 

. 3-H 
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Yeas.—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Adams, Anderson, Armstrong, 


Arthur, Ashe, Barton, Brown, Byrn, Bell, Barry, Bardin, Blythe,  - 


Beene, Baker of Hinds, Baker of Pontotoc, Cassidy, Catchings,. 
Collins, Clement, Crusoe, Calhoun, Dampier, Dunlap, Echols, 


ES 


Ellis, Ford, Foote, Farrar, Guy, Gatlin, Hinds, Harrison, Henry, - 


Hemmingway, Jenkins, Johnson. Kelly, Kimball, Lynch, Magee, 
Martin, Matthews, Myers, McInnis, McNabb, Nabors, Noble, Neill, 
Nelson, Powell, Regan of Claiborne, Regan of Yazoo, Rawls, 


Rogers, Suratt, Suart of Wilkinson, Starke, Smedes, Smith, Tison, - 


Thomas of Marshail, Thames, Webb, Wilcox, Welsh, West and 
Young—68. x : 
Nays.—Messrs.: Buford, Bynum, Brooks, Durr, Kirkland, Lewis, 
Malone, Mott, Metcalf, Rozell, Stewart of Marion, Talbert, Tison, 
Thomas of Yazoo, Thurmond and Weathersby—16. 
The question was then taken on the passage of the second rešo- 


lution, and decided in the affirmative, by yeas and nays as follows: 


Yeas.—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Anderson, Barton, Brown, Byrn, 
Buford, Bynum, Bell, Barry, Bardin, Blythe, Brooks, Beene, Cas- 
sidy, Clemert, Calhoun, Dampier, Durr, Echols, Estelle, Ellis, 


Guy, Gatlin, Hinds, Harrison, Jenkins, Kelly, Kirkland, Lynch, , 


Lewis, Malone, McAfee, Mott, Magee, Martin, Matthews, Metcalf, 
Nelson, Noble, Neill, Rozell, Rawls, Suratt, Stewart of Marion, 
Seal, Thomas of Marshall, Thomas of Yazoo, Trussell, Thames, 
Thurmond, Weathersby and Webb—52. 

Nays.—Messrs. Adams, Armstrong, Arthur, Ashe, Aldridge, 
Baker of Hinds, Baker of Pontotoc, Collins, Catchings, Crusoe, 
Ford, Foote, Farrar, Griffin, Hemmingway, Henry, Johnson, Kim- 
ball, Marble, Myers, McInnis, McNabb, Nabors, Powell, Regan of 
Claiborne, Regan of Yazoo, Rogers, Stuart of Wilkinson, Starke, 
Smedes, Talbert, Tison, Wall, Wilcox, Welsh, West and Young 
—37. 


The question was then taken on the passage of the preamble, 


and decided.in the affirmative. 
The sgl message was received from his Excellency, the 
Governor, by Mr. McDonald, his private secretary : 


Mr. Speaker: lam instructed by his Excellency, the Govern- ° 


‘or, to deliver to.the House of Representatives a message in writing : 

To tas SENATE: In compliance with the resolution of the 
Senate of: yesterday, requesting me to communicate to that body 
whether any of the State arms have, at any:time since the last 
session, been removed or carried from the State, aüd if so, for 
what purposes. I transmit copies of my order of the eighth of 
July last, to the Adjutant General, acting as Quarter-master Gen- 


eral, in whose custody the public arms are by law placed, and his | 


report to me of yesterday's date, with the accompanying Docu- 
ments. 


The report and documents exhibit all the information I am . 


enabled to communicate to the Senate upon the subject. 
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From these it appears that two boxes containing each twenty 
rifles, are missing, and unaccounted for. How they were ab. 
stracted, by whom, or whether they were removed from the State, 
I have not been enabled to ascertain. The: investigation which 
has been made, uuder my direction, has resulted only in obtain- 
ing rumors, not sufficient to authorise any legal investigation. 

Before the completion of the State Arsenal, when the public 
arms were for the reasons set forth in the Adjutant General's re- 
port, deposited in the rooms and open halls of the capitol, no vigi- 
lance, short of posting sentinels over them, could have secured 
them at all times from depredation. 

It is but justice to the present vigilant and active Adjutant Gene- 
ral, to say, that it is believed these arms were missing before he 
entered upon the duties of his office. 

Referring the Senate to the accompanying documents, I have but 
to add, in conclusion, that no public arms have been removed or 
carried from the State at any time by my authority or consent, 
except sixty stand of muskets, regularly sent according to the re- 
quisitions of law, to a volunteer company, organized at Aberdeen, 
Monroe County, which were shipped by the way of New Orleans 
and Mobile ; and of the safe arrival of which, at Aberdeen, advice 
has been received. 

Executive Chamber, J. A. QUITMAN. 

Jackson, Nov. 21. 1850. 


GENERAL Heap QUARTERS, 
Jackson, July 8, 1850. 

Sır: Reports in circulation that some of the Public arms be- 
longing to the State, have been illegally removed from the Capitol, 
renders it proper that a strict examination should be made, and an 
inventory taken of all the ordinance arms, &c., now in hand, so that 
by a comparison with the invoice of those which have been fur- 
nished during the administration of my predecessor, it may be 
ascertained whether any of the publie arms are missing and unac- 
counted for. 

You will, at your earliest convenience, report to me what num- 
ber and description of arms appear to have been received since the 
Mexican war, what disposition has been made of them, and what 
number and description remain on hand. 

J. A. QUITMAN, 

To Brie. Gen. C. B. Green, 

ÀprT GENERAL AND AcT’e. 
QUARTER MASTER GEN’L. , . 

I certify that the above is a true copy of the original, as on re- 
cord, in this office. 

JAS. McDONALD, 

Executive Chamber, Private Seeretary. 

Jackson, 21st Nov., 1850. 
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s: ADJUTANT GENERAL's OFFICE, 
Jackson, November 20, 1850. 


His ExcreLLENCY Jonn A. QUITMAN, 
Commander in Chief, &c. 


* 


^v a 


Srr : In obedience to your order of the 8th July last, requiring 
that a strict examination be made, and an inventory taken of all 
the ordnance, arms, &c., now on hand, the following report-is ` 
submitted. ` 

This report has been delayed in consequence of the new 
arsenal not being completed at the time"the order was received, 
and was delayed until the arms atid accoutrements could be remov- 
ed into it, cleaned, tlie rust rubbed off, (for some were extremely 
rusty and dirty,) and all arranged in this new depot. of arms. On 
entering upon the duties of the Quarter-master General’s Depart- 
ment, the muskets, rifles, small arms, and accoutrements, were 
` found deposited in six or'eight departments of the Capitol; some 
in boxes, and à number not secured. Situated as they then were, : 
it would have been extremely inconvenient, if not impracticable, ` 
to have counted them accurately. The boxes containing the mus- 
kets, bayonets, rifles, pistols, and sabres, must have been opened, 
the different kinds arranged in lots to be counted correctly, no one 
unoccupied apartment in the capitol would have been large enough 
to have held all, and consequently it was deemed most advisable - 
and convenient to delay counting, until all were removed into the 
arsenal, cleaned and arranged as they now appear. 

The arsenal not'being completed, the deposits in the capitol 
were the only mode of protecting them from injury by exposure. 
No ether publie building afforded room and shelter for them.: 
They were deposited in several departments, as no one unoccupied;' 
afforded sufficient space sufficient for the whole. Besides, 'the 
floors in the rooms of tlie basement story of the capitol, were so: 
unstable as not to be sufficiently strong to bear the boxes filled‘ 
with arms and accoutrements. - l 

The floor of one of the rooms oftimes gave way; such no doubt 
would have been the result in other apartments, had a large num- 
her been deposited in any one. 

In these apartments they were much exposed to loss; ingress 
into some of them was by no means difficult, affording opportuni- 
ties of bearing off arms by persons so inclined. 

On completion of the arsenal, the arms and accoutrements in 
the capitol were immediately removed into it; after cleaning those 
rusty from long exposure, and handling ; all were arranged as they 
now appear. - . 

One brass twelve-pounder, mounted with harness fit for field 
service, was moved'into the basement story of the arsenal ; one 
iron field. piece, unmounted, say six pounder, was also moved into 
said basement story. Ex l 


4 


37 


"These are all the species of ordnance found in Jackson, except 
the two brass pieces in front of the capitol, presented to the State 
of Mississippi, Trophies: acquired in the late Mexican war. In 
November 1849, the State of Mississippi received from the Uni- 
ted States arsenal, at Baton Rouge, a shipment of munitions of 
war, described in the invoice thereof, as “ ordnance and ordnance 
stores." NE. 

Said invoice is herein reported. 

Three hundred and nine muskets are mentioned in the invoice. 
On counting them when invoiced, into the arsenal, two hundred 
and forty-nine new muskets, with bayonets, were there, sixty hav- 
ing been sent to a volunteer company at Columbus ; the two 
amount to the number in the invoice, say three hundred and nine. 
` Three hundred and nine percussion rifles are invoiced. On 
removing those on hand and counting all that could be found, there 
were only two hundred and sixty-nine, showing a loss of forty new 
rifles, part of said shipment. By whom, and when abstracted 
from the capitol, is not known to the present chief of the Quarter- 
master's department. Seven rifles have been delivered to mem- 
bers of the first regiment of Mississippi Volunteers (riflemen,) 
agreeable to resolution of the Legislature of the State of Missis- 
sippi, adopted 31st January, 1848; deducting these from the two 
hundred and sixty-nine, leaves two hundred and sixty-two now on 


. hand. 


By the deposit of small arms in several apartments of the capi- 


` tol, into which ingress was not difficult, accounts for the absence 


ofthe forty stand borne off by some one unknown. 
One hundred and fifty pistols, percussion, were invoiced. On 


.examination, the number on hand was found correct; seventy- 


five sabres, cavalry, invoiced, found correct. The boxes contain- 
ing screw drivers, wipers, spring vices, ball screws, musket cart- 
ridge boxes, belts, bayonets, scabbards, gun slings, brushes, picks, 
&e. &c., and the small munitions of war embraced in said invoice, 
have not been opened. It was supposed that the exposure of these 
small articles to the atmosphere, would injure them. By permit- 
ting them to remain in the boxes, they will be protected from that 
injury; and the articles in the boxes that were opened, having 
been found correct, the boxes containing the small articles are 
permitted to remain in the arsenal, unopened. These comprise 
all the articles of shipment of November last. 

There are in the arsenal, one hundred and seventy-four muskets, 
with bayonets, which have been in service, and twenty-one old 
muskets, much out of repair; sixteen thereof without . ramrods 


, and locks; two with- broken locks and no ramrods, and three with 
` ramrods and. broken locks, . 


LJ 


‘There are one hundred and two of Hull's rifles, fifteen thereof 
without ramrods, and three without locks. "HE 

The swords for non-commissioned officers and artillerists, appa- 
rently never in service. 
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There are two hundred and two ‘cartridge boxes fit for use ;; one 
lot of cartridge boxes sent from Canton, | have been in service. 
One lot of cavalry cartridge boxes and holsters in bad.order, nay 
useless, and one lot of leather straps, use not known. 


RECAPITULATION. 


Muskets and bayonets, 349; new muskeis and bayonets, in ex- 
cellent order; 174 muskets, with bayonets, that have been in 
service, in good order; 21 old muskets, of no àccount—total 544. 


RIFLES. 


262 percussion rifles, new and 1n excellent order ; 102 Hall's 
rifles, of singular construction ; 15 Halls rifles, useless—total, 


379. 
PISTOLS & SASHES FOR CAVALRY. 


150 pistols new, in excellent order; 75 sashes new, in excellent 


order. 
SWORDS. 


10 for non-commissioned officers and artillerists. These arms 
comprise all in the arsenal, except 60 muskets, just received: from 
Vicksburg, boxes not yet opened. 

A schedule of bonds given te-the State of Mississippi, for the 
return of arms furnished volunteer companies, is herewith reported, 

- designating the names of the companies, names of obligors, num- 
ber and description of arms, &c. 
C. B. GREEN, ADPT. GENERAL, 
Performing the duties of the Quarter-master's department. 

I, James McDonald, hereby vertify, that the above is a true 
copy from the original, as on file in this office. 

JAMES McDONALD, 
EXECUTIVE CHAMBER, Private Secretary. 

Jackson, Nov. 23, 1850. 

On motion of Mr. Thomas of Yazoo, the message was laid upon 
the table; and 200 copies, with the accompanying documents, or- 
dered to be printed. 

Mr. Wilcox offered tlie following resolution : 

Resolved, That the use of this Hall, each night of the current 
week, be tendered to the “Central Union Association of the State 
of Mississippi,” to be occupied by them upon the same terms that 
the Southern Rights Association used the same Hall, on the several 
nights of last week ; provided it is not needed for the use of the 
Legislature. 

On motion of Mr. Lynch,the sedan wasunanimously adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Ford, the vote postponing the consideration of 
the report of Mr. Barton, from the joint select committee raised 
upon the Governor's message, until to-morrow morning at 10 
o'clock, was reconsidered, and the report taken up. i 
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The question bing: upon the motion of Mr. Barton to receive 
and agree to.the same, Mr. Foote called for a division of thé ques-- 
„tion, and the quéstion. was taken on receiving the report, and de.. 

cided in the affirmative. . | "NE 
. Mr. Collins moved that the House adjourn until-3 o'clock, p. m. ; 
which was lost. 
. Mr. Neill called.for a division of the question on agreeing to the 
` report; and the question was taken on agreeing to the first portion 
.of the repòrt, and, decided in the affirmative. 

Mr. Hinds offered the following amendment to the second portion 
of the report. . 

Strike out *indefinite postponement," and insert *postponement 
until Wednesday next ;" which was lost. 

Mr. Suratt moved to lay. the motion to agree to the second part 

of the report on the table; which was decided in the negative, by 
yeas and nays as follows, to wit: 
. Yeas.—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Buford, Barry, Blythe, Brooks, 
Bell, Beene, Calhoun, Clement, Dampier, Durr, Echols, Ellis, 
Guy. Gatlin, Hinds, Jenkins, Kelly, Lynch, Lewis, Malone, Magee, 
Metcalf, Neill, Rozell, Suratt, Stewart of Marion, Thames, Thur- 
mond, Thomas of Yazoo, Vaiden, Weathersby and Webb—33. 

Nays.—Messrs. Adams, ‘Anderson, Armstrong, Arthur, Ashe, 
Barton, Bynum, Bardin, Baker of Hinds, Baker of Pontotoc, Cas- 
sidy,' Collins, Catchings, Crusoe, Dunlap, Day, Ford, Foote, Farrar, 
Griffin, Hemmingway, Harrison, Henry, Johnson, Kimball, Mott, 
Martin, Matthews, Marble, Myers, McInnis, McNabb, Nabors, 
Nelson, : Noble,::Powell, Regan of Claiborne, Regan of Yazoo, 
Rogers, Stuart of Wilkinson, Starke, Smedes, Smith, Thomas of 
' Marshall, Talbert, Tison, Wilcox, Welsh, West and Young—50. 

Mr. Smedes moved that the House adjourn until to-morrow 
morning, at 10 o'clock ; which was lost. 

-Pending the question on the motion to agree to the second part 
` of-the report, on motion of Mr. Starke, the House adjourned until 

3 o'clock, p. m. i 


3. 0’CLOCK, P. M. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment, and proceeded to the 
consideration of the unfinished business, to wit: the motion to 
agree to the second portion of the report of the joint select com- 
.mittee, made through Mr. Barton, their chairman. . 

On motion of Mr. Durr, a call of the House was had. 

Leave of absence was granted Messrs. Clement, Rawls, Adams 
and. Aldridge. nee 
' On motion. of Ellis, the further cajl of the House was suspended. 

The question was then taken on agreeing to the second portion 
„of the report, and decided in the negative, by yeas and nays as 
. follows, to wit: DE T. "RE. : 
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^ Yeas:—Messrs. Anderson, Barton; Brown, Buford, Byrn, Bar- 
din; Brooks, Calhoun, Cassidy. Dampier;/Durr, Echols, Guy; Jen- 
kins, Kelly, Kirkland, Lynch, Lewis, Malone; Martin, Matthews, 
Magee, Metcalf, Noble, Nelson, Rozelle, Stewart of Marion, Seal, 
: Thomas of Marshall, Thames, Thurmond, Weathersby and Young 
—33. 

Nays.—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Adams, Armstrong, Arthur, Ashe, 
Bynum. Bell, Barry, Blythe, Beene, Baker of Pontotoc, Baker of 
Hinds, Collins, Catchings, Crusoe, Dunlap, Day, Ellis, Ford, Foote, 
Farrar, Gatlin, Griffin, Hinds, Hemmingway, Harrison, Henry, 
Johnson, Kimball, Myers, McInnis, McNabb, Nabors, Neill, 
Powell, Regan of Claiborne, Regan of Yazoo, Rogers, Suratt, 
Stuart ‘of Wilkinson, Starke, Smedes, Smith, Thomas of Yazoo, 
Talbert, Tison, Vaiden, Webb, Wilcox, Welsh and West—51. 

. Mr. Foote moved the adoption of the resolutions reported back 
by the joint committee. 

Mr. Neill offered the folfowing amendment, tó wit: - 

Strike out all after the word “resolved,” in the first line, to the 
word “that” in the thirteenth line. 

Which was adopted, by yeas and nays as follows: 

. Yeas.—Mr: Speaker, Messrs. Anderson, Barton, Brown, Bell, 
Buford, Bynum, Byrn, Barry, Bardin, Baker of Pontotoc, Blythe, 
Brooks, Beene, Calhoun, Cassidy, Dampier, Durr, Echols, Ellis, 
Guy, Gatlin, Hinds, Harrison, Kelly, Kirkland, Lynch, Lewis, 
Malone, Magee, Martin, Metcalf, Nelson, Noble, Neill, Rozell, 
Suratt, Stewart. of Marion, Starke, Seal, Thomas of Marshall, 
Thomas of Yazao, Thames, Thurmond, Tison, Vaiden, Weather sby, 
Webb and Young—49.' 

Nays—Messrs. Adams, Armstrong, Arthur, Ashe, Baker of 
Hinds, Collins, Catchings, Crusoe, Chisholm, Dunlap, Day, Ford, 
Foote, Farrar, Griffin, Hemmingway, Henry, Jenkins, Johnson, 
Kimball, Marble, Myers, McInnis, McNabb, Nabors, Powell, 
Regan of Claiborne, Regan of Yazoo, Rogers, Smedes, Stuart of 
Wilkinson, Smith, Talbert, Wilcox, Welsh and West—36. 

Mr. Anderson offered the following amendment, to wit : 

Amend, by striking out all preceding the enumeration of causes 
of resistance. 

Mr. Noble moved to lay the resolution, with the amendment, on 
the table ; which was sustained by yeas and nays as follows, to wit : 

Yeas. — Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barton, Brown, Buford, Brooks, 
Byin, Beene, Cassidy, Dampier, Durr, Echols, Ellis, Guy, Gatlin, 
Hinds, Harrison, Jenkins, Kelly, Kirkland, Kimball, Lynch, Lewis, 
Malone, Magee,:Martin, Matthews, Metcalf, Nelson, Noble, Neill, 
Regan of Claiborne, Rozell, Rogers, Stewart of Marion, Seal,. 
“Thomas. of Yazoo; Thomas of Marshall, Thames, Tison, Thur- 
mond, Weathersby, Webb and Young-—43. 

Nays.—Messrs, Adams, Armstrong, Arthur, Ashe, Bynum, Bell, 
Barry, Bardin, Blythe, Baker of Hinds, Baker of Pontotoc, Cal- 
houn, Collins, Catchings, Crusoe, Chisholm, Dunlap, Day, Foote, 
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Farrar, Griffin, Hemmingway, ‘Henry, Johnson, Marble, Myers, 
McInnis, McNabb, Nabors, Powell, Regan of Yazoo, Suratt, 
Stuart of Wilkinson, Starke, Smedes, Smith, Talbert, Vaiden, 
Webb and West—41. ; n. 

On motion of Mr. Starke, the House adjourned until to-morrow 
morning, at 10 o'clock. ^. 


& 


TUESDAY, NovemsBer 26, 1850. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Lewis presented the memorial of Edward Matchet, a citizen 
of Jackson county, in relation to questions now in agitation in the 
country ; which was read, and on motion of Mr. Thomas of Yazoo, 
the same was laid upon the table. 

On motion of Mr: Ford, the thanks of thé House were tendered 
to Mr. Edward Matchet, of Jackson county, the above named me- 
morialist, for the views embraced in his memorial. 

Mr. Hinds, on leave, introduced a bill to be entitled an act to call 
4 Convention of the.people of this State; which was read the first 
time, and on motion of Mr. Hinds, the rule requiring bills to be 
read upon three several days, was suspended, and the bill read a 
second time. 

Mr. Foote offered the following amendment: 

Amend by additional section : Ee 

' Be it further enacted, That in the election for member to said 
Convention, the. question, * Are you for or against the assembling 
of a Convention ?" shall:be propounded by the returning officers 
holding the election, to each voter ; and if it shall be ascertained 
that a majority of the voters of the State have cast their votes 
against the assembling of a Convention, the Governor shall make 
proclamation of that fact, and the members of such Convention 
shall thereupon not assemble. 

Mr. Metcalf moved that the amendment be laid upon the table ; 
which was decided in the negative, by yeas and nays as follows : 

Yéas.—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Andeison, Barton, Brown, Buford, 
Bynum, Barry, Brooks, Beene, Calhoun, Cassidy, Dampier, Durr, 
Echols, Guy, Hinds, Harrison, Jenkins, Kelly, Kirkland, Lynch, 

. Lewis, Malone, Mott, Magee, Martin, Matthews, Metcalf, Nelson, 
Noble, Neill, Nash, Rozell, Rawls, Stewart of Marion, Seal, 
Thomas of Marshall, Thomas of Yazoo, Thames, Thurmond, 
Weathersby and Webb—42. 

Nays.—Messrs, Armstrong, Arthur, Ashe, Bell, Bardin, Blythe, 
Baker of Hinds, Baker of Pontotoc, Collins, Clement, Catehings, 
Crusoe, Chisholm, Dunlap, Day, Ellis, Ford, Foote, Farrar, Gatlin, 
Griffin, Hemmingway, Henry, Johnson, Kimball, Marble, Myers, 

‘McInnis; McNabb, Powell, Regan of Claiborne, Regan of Yazoo, 


pst 
i 


742 


Rogers, Suratt, Stuart of Wilkinson, Starke, Smedes, Talbert, Ti- 
, Son, Wilcox, Welsh, West and Young—43. i 

Mr. Barton moved the following amendment, as a substitute for 
the amendment offered by Mr. Foote ; 

Amend by additional section : 

Be it further enacted, That the action of said Convention, be 
suþmitted by said Convention to the qualified voters of this State, 
at such time as it may designate ;.and in such manner, for their 
approval or rejection. 

On motion of Mr. Starke, the House resolved itself into a com- 
mittee of the Whole, for the consideration of the bill and: amend- 
ments, Mr. Starke in the Chair; afte: some time spent therein, 
the committee rose, reported progress, and asked leave to sit again 
at 3 o'clock, p. m. ; which was received and agreed to. 

The following message was received from the Senate, by Mr. 
Orr, their Secretary : 

Mr. SPEAKER:  TheSenate have concurred with the House in 
the adoption of a Preamble and Resolutions of the Legislature of 
the State of Mississippi, in relation to our Senators and Represent- 
atives in Congress. 


On motion of Mr. Regan of Yazoo, the House adjourned until 
3 o'clock, p. m. i ' i 


3 O'CLOCK, P. M. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment, and again resolved 
itself into a Committee of the Whole, for the consideration of the 
bill to be entitled an act to call a Convention of the people of this 
State, Mr. Starke in the Chair; after some time spent therein, the 
committee rose, reported progress, and asked leave to sit again on 
to-morrow morning, at 10 o'clock ; which was received and agreed 
to. 

On motion of Mr. Adams, the special message of the Governor 
was called from the table. 

On motion of Mr. Adams, 

Resolved, That so much of the Governor's Message as relates 
to the Militia, be referred to the Committee on Military Affairs ; that 
so much as relates to the subject of Levees, be referred to the 
Committee on Internal Improvements ; and that so much as relates 
to the subject of State Taxes, be referred to the Committee of Ways 
and Means. : 

On motion- of Mr. Tison, 

Resolved, That so much of the Governor’s Message as relates 
to the School Law passed at the last session, be referred to the 
Committee on. Education. ‘ 

Leave of absence was granted Mr. Calhoun for the balance of 
ihesessión. — - 3 

On motion of Mr. Baker of Hinds, the House adjourned until 
to-morrow morning, at 10 o'clock. 


43 
WEDNESBAY, NovEMBER 27, 1850. 


The House met pursuant to icai di 

Mr. Regan of Claiborne, presented the petition of.sundry citi- 
zens of Claiborne county, in relation to Federal affairs; which was 
received and read. 

On motion of Mr. Tison, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Education, to whom that 
portion of the Governor’s special message was referred in relation 
to the school Jaw passed at the last session of the Legislature, be 
instructed to report a bill at the earliest day practicable, so amend- 
ing said law as to carry it into operation at an early day, according , 
to the original intention; also, that any county paying a school tax 
by law, shall be entitled to its share of the general fund, without 
levying any additional tax ; provided said tax shall amount to one- 
fourth of said share. . 

Mr. Echols, by leave, introduced. a bill to be entitled an act to 
authorize the Board of Police of Tippah county to levy a special 
tax, for the purpose of re-building the jail of said county; which 

- was read the first time, and on motion of Mr. Echols, the rule was 
E o and-the bill read the second time. 

Mr. Regan of Claiborne offered an amendment, by way of ad. 
ditional section; which was adopted. 

Mr. Armstrong offered an amendment by way of additional sec- 
tion; which was adopted. 

Mr. Collins offered an Smondinent by: way ud additional section ; 

- which was adopted. 

Mr. Cassidy offered an anoint by way of additional sec- 
tion. 

Mr. Bynum offered an amendment to the ES granting 
leave of absence to John Watts, Judge of the 4th Judicial District, 
for three months from the State, &c. ; which was adopted. 

The question was then taken on the adoption of the amendment, 
as amended, and decided in the affirmative. 

Mr. Aldridge offered:an amendment, by: way of additional sec- 
tion; which was adopted. 

Mr. Regan of Yazoo offered an amendment, by way of addition- 
al section ; which was adopted. 

Mr. Durr offered an amendment, by way of additional section ; 

which was adopted. 

Mr. Dunlap moved that the bill and amendments be laid on the 
table; which was lost. 

Sundry amendments being offered,:Mr: Young introduced the 
following resolution : ' 

Resolved, The Senate concurring, that the bill and amendments 

. be referred to a joint committee, to consist.of five members on:the 
_ part of the House, and — on the part of the Senate, with instruc- 
4 lions to select and report such bills of general-and permanent im- 


| 
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portarice and interest, as ought, in the opinion of the committee, be 
acted on and passed at the present session of this Legislature, and 
such bills of a special and local character as cannot be postponed 
for enactment to a future Legislature, without manifest detriment to 
the local interest they provide for. — 

On motion of Mr. Young, the rule requiring joint resolutions to 
lie one day on the table, was suspended, and the resolution read 
the second time, and adopted. 

The. Chair appointed, as said committee on the part of the 
-House, Messrs. Young, Thomas of Marshall, Regan of Claiborne, 
Durr and Cassidy. , . 
`  'The following message was received from the Senate, by Mr. 
Orr, their Secretary : 

Mr. SegAKzR: The Senate have adopted a resolution, request- 
` ing the Governor to transmit to each of ovr Senators and Repre- 

sentatives in Congress, a copy of the preamble and resolutions of 
the Legislature of the State of Mississippi, in relation to our Sen- 
ators and Representatives in Congress; in which I am instructed 
to request the concurrence of the House. 

On motion of Mr. Tison, the resolution of the Senate, accom- 
panying the above message, was called up, and read the first time. 

On motion of Mr. Hinds, the rule was suspended, and the reso- 
lution read a second and third time forthwith. E 

Mr. Wilcox offered the following amendment, by way of ryder, 
to wit: 

And be it further resolved, That the Governor furnish to each 
of our Senators and Representatives in Congress, with said reso- 
. lutions, a certified list of the yeas and nays by which they were 

passed in each branch of the Legislature ; 

Which was read the first time. 

' On motion of Mr. Wilcox, the rule was suspended, the ryder 
read the second and third time, forthwith, and adopted. 

Mr. Stuart of Wilkinson offered the following amendment, by 
way of ryder: 7 

And be it further resolved, That although a majority of this 
Legislature'do not approve of the course pursued by the Hon. H. 
S. Foote, in the United States Senate, upon the measures of ad- 
justment, we accord to him honesty of purpose, and an unmistake- 
able love and veneration for the Union ; 

Which was read the first time. 

On motion of Mr. Estelle, the amendment was laid on the table, 
by yeas and nays, as follows: 

Yeas.—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Anderson, Barton, Brown, Barry, 
Buford, Bynum, Brooks, Barden, Blythe, Beene, Cassidy, Clement, 
Dampier, Dunlap, Durr, Echols, Ellis, Estelle, Guy, Gatlin, 
Hinds, - Harrison, Jenkins, Kelley; : Kirkland, Lynch, Lewis, 
Malone, Mott, Magee, Martin, Matthews, Metcalf, Nelson, Noble, 
Neill, Nash, Rozell, Rawls, Suratt, Stewart, of Marion, Thomaa, 
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of Marshall, Thomas of Yazoo, Thames, Trussell; Vaiden, Webb 
and Weathersby—50.° ` i o l . 

 Nays—-Messrs. Adams, Armstrong, Arthur, Aldridge, Ashe, Bell, 
Baker of ‘Hinds, Baker of Pontotoc, Collins, Catchings, Crusoe, 
Chisholm, Ford, Foote, Farrar, Griffin, Henry, Johnson, Kimball, 
Marble, Myers, McInnis, McNabb, Nabors, Powell, Rogers, Regan 
of Claiborne, Regan ‘of Yazoo, Stuaart of Wilkinson, Smedes, 
Starke, Smith, Talbert, Tison, Wilcox, Welsh, West and Young 
—38, . v . 

Mr. Ashe offered the following amendment, hy way of ryder: 

Be it further resolved, That his Excellency also furnish a copy 
of- the amendments offered and rejected on the passage of said re- 
solutions, together with a list of the yeas and nays thereon; ` 

Which was read the first time. 

On motion of Mr. Suratt, the amendment was laid on the table. 

The question was then: taken on the passage of the resolution, 
with the ryder, and decided in the affirmative, by yeas and nays as 
follows : "tn 

Yeas.—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Anderson, Barton, Brown, Buford, 
Bynum, Barry, Barden, Brooks, Beene, Blythe, Baker of Pontotoc, 
Cassidy, Clement, Dampier, Dunlap, Durr, Echols, Ellis, Estelle, 
Guy, Gatlin, Hinds, Harrison, Jenkins, Kelley, Kirkland, Lynch, ' 
Lewis, Malone, Mott, Magee, Martin, Matthews, Metealf, Nelson, 
Noble, Neill Nash, Rozell, Rawls, Süratt, Stewart of Marion, 
Seal, Thomas, of Marshall, Thomas, of Yazoo, Thames, Trussell, 
Thurmond, Vaiden, Weathersby and Webb—52. 

Nays.—Messrs. Adams, Armstrong, Aldridge, Ashe, Bell, | 
Baker of Hinds, Collins, Catchings, Crusoe, Chisholm, Farrar, 
Ford, Foote, Griffin, Henry, Johnson, Kimball, Marble, McInnis, 
Myers, McNabb, Nabors, Powell, Regan of Claiborne, Regan of 
Yazoo, Rogers, Stuart of Wilkinson, Starke, Smith, Talbert, Tison, 
Wilcox, West, Welsh and Young—35. ` um 

On motion of Mr. McNabb, 

Resolved, That the committee òn revisal and unfinished business 
be instructed to report to this House the Senate bill of last session, 
granting pre-emptions to actual settlers on the State lands, at the 
rate of two dollars per acre. l 

Mr. Clement, from the joint select committee to whom were re- 
ferred the Governor's Message, made the following minority re. 

ort : 

P Mr. Speaker: The undersigned, a minority of the joint special 
committee to whom was referred so much of the Governor's Mes- 
sage as relates to the state of our Federal relations, being unable 
to agree with the majority, in so much of their report as recom- 
mends an unconditional call of a Convention of the People, at the 
present time, beg leave to present the following views to the con. 
sideration of this House : 

While there is great diversity of opinion as to the constitutional- 
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ity- of some-of the acts of Congress, termed the Adjustment, or . 
Compromise, there seems to be an almost unanimous sentiment of 
wrong and injustice done to the slaveholding States, as well by the 
refusal of Congress td perform its constitutional duty at the proper 
time, as by the final legislation which has permanently fixed those 
injuries-upon us. Many are disposed to resist this consummation: 
at once, and by the most stringent measures. . Others profess to 
believe that a better state of feeling is dawning at the North, 
through which they hope quiet and justice in future. These last 
are willing to submit to the wrongs already done, but, as we under. 
stand it, with the distinct avowal that the: cup of our indignities is 
full—one more drop will cause it to run over, and require the slave- 
holding States to resort to their sovereign powers to determine 
upon the best means of preserving their institutions, their social 
and political existence. 

Amidst the clash of opinion, the question arrises, what is wise 
and prudent te be done in our present difficulties? One party an- 
swers: Call a Convention now, and let the people determine the. 
remedy, in their sovereign capacity. "The other party, equally 
confident in its views, answers: Let us not have a Convention ; 
the urgency of our affairs does not require it; the people do not 
demand it. Now, it seems that a Convention elected under such 
circumstances, would tend to sharpen differences already too great, 
and create a partisan hostility calculated to invite further aggres- 
sion. On the other hand, a refusal to call a Convention, absolutely 
and without qualification, would indicate an apathy as to past 
wrongs, and an insensibility to the future, perhaps still better cal- 
culated to invite further aggressions from the North, and mislead our 
sister slaveholding States as tothe position Mississippi will occupy. 

Under these circumstances, it seems to us thatthe measure which 
will be most conducive to harmony among ourselves, and at the 
same time exhibit the State in a firm and decisive attitude, is the 
best measure at the present crisis. 

However anxious some may be for present redress, they cannot 
be less anxious whenever there shall be another assault upon our 
institutions j- and however opposed others may be to present action, 
they cannot be opposed to invoking the full powers of the State, in 
her sovereign capacity, when they shall find that they have mis- 
taken an armistice for a perpetual peace. 

If this be so, when that time shall come, there must be an una- 
nimity of sentiment "which will give moral force to whatever the 
State resolves, physical strength to whatever she undertakes.— 
Furthermore, if the Governor be authorized to call a Convention, 
upon certain contingencies, should none of those contingencies oc- 
cur wiihin the next twelve months, a Legislature will be elected 
with direct reference to this subject, prepared to give efficiency to 
the popular wish, should it require a Convention unconditionally, 
and really protracting its meeting but a little beyond the period pro- 
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posed by those whe favor an unconditional, call atthe present time. 

The undersigned: feel it, therefore; their duty to present to the 
Legislature-the following, propositions, which they will, at the proper 
time, move as an amendment to such parts of the bill reported by a 
majority of the committee, as conflict with their provisions, to: wit : 

'Fhat the Governor shall be authorized and required to call a 
Convention of the people, whenever it shall appear to his satisfac- 
tion that either of the following évents have occurred, to wit : 

If Congress shall repeal the Fugitive Slave Law, or amend it 
by giving the fugitive a trial by jury, when captured, or otherwise 
essentially modity the same, or if said law be rendered inoperative 
by the legislation of the non-slaveholding States ; 

-If Congress shall abolish slavery in the District of Columbia, or 
in the forts, arsenals, or other public places ceded to the Federal 
Government within the slaveholding States ; 

If Congress shal! prohibit the slave trade among the several 
States ; l 

If Congress shall apply the Wilmot Proviso to the territories o 
Utah and New Mexico, or refuse to admit new States on account 
of the existence of the institution of slavery therein ; or 

If two or more of our sister States should, through their State 
Conventions, request Mississippi to meet them in a general Con- 
vention of the Southern States. | 

The undersigned would remark, that the last contingency would 
seem to require a call of a Convention, to give the people an op- 
portunity of determining the measures to be adopted for preserving 
good faith with those States that have acted heretofore upon the 
movements and suggestions of Mississippi. i 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

J. M. CLEMENT, 
P. B. STARKE. 

Which was received and laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Adams, the House resolved itself into a Com- 
mittee of the. Whole on the bill providing for a call of a Conven- 
tion, Mr. Starke in the Chair; 

And after some time spent therein, the Committee rose, reported 
progress, and asked leave to sit again at 3 o'clock, which was re- 
ceived and agreed to. _ 

On motion of Mr. Metcalf, the House adjourned until 3 o'clock, 

. In. i 
j 3 o'cLoék, p. M. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment.  . 

Mr. Ellis, by leave, made a report from the Standing Committee- 
on Education, as follows: 

Mr. Speaker: The Standing Committee on Education, fo 
whom: was referred that portion of the Governor's Message relating 
to common school laws passed at the last session, have instructed 
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me to’repert:a bill to be entitled -an act supplemental to an act to - 
promote common schools in the several counties of. this State, ap- 
proved March 9th, 1850,.with a recommendation. that it do pass ; 4 

Which was received and: ‘agreed to. 

The.bill named im the foregoing ‘report was idi the first time. ` 

On motion of Mr. Catchings, the me was suspended, and the 
bill read the second time. - 

And'on motion of Mr. Wilcox, it was laid on the table, -— 200 
copies ordered to be printed. 

‘The House then proceeded to the consideration of the unfinished " 
business, to wit: the bill providing for the call of a Convention. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of the Whole, Mr. 
Starke in the Chair; and after some time spent therein, the com- 
mittee rose, reported progress, and asked leave to sit again-on €o- 
morrow at 10 o'clock ; which was received and agreed to. 

On motion of: Mr. Suratt, the House adjourned until to-morrow 
morning, 10 o'clock. 


THURSDAY Novis, 28, 1850. 

The House inei pur suant to adiduniene 

The following message Was received from the Senate, by Mr. 
Orr, their Secretary: : 

Mr. SrEAKER: The~ -Henate - buds refitsod ‘to concur in the 
amendment made by the“ House to the resolution of the. Senate, 
requesting the Governor to transmit certain resolutions to our Sen- 
ators and Representatives in Congress. `, Uu 

The: Senate have "passed a bill to be entitled An Act to provide 
for a Convention’of the people of the State of Missisippi ; ; in which 
the concurrence of the House is: requested; : 

Mr.. Harrison presented: a memorial and claim ot T. N. Martin 
against the State; which, on his motion, was referred to the: ‘Com- 
mittee on Claims. "t x 

Mr. Brown pr esented the memorial of J. A. Ragan, of Toui 
in-regard to leveeing and preventing overflows of the Mississippi 
river; which was read, and, on motion of Mr. Neill; referred to 
the Committee on Internal Improvements. et : 

On motion of Mr. Hinds, the House proceeded to consider the- “ 
message from the Senate. - ! 

Mr. Hinds moved that the House UN from its amendment to 
the resolution from the Senate, requesting the Goyernor to-transmit 
certain resolutions to our Senators and Representatives in-Congress. 

After some discussion, Mr. Regan of Yazoo moved the previous à 
question. 

Mr. Suratt moved to lay the motion for- the previous question on 
the table; which was lost. 
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«The. question: was then taken on the motion for, the previous 
question, and decided in.the affirmative. 

-The vote was now taken on the motion to recede, and decided i in 
the affirmative, by yeas and nays, as follows: 

'Yeas.—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Anderson, Barton, Brown, Byrn, 
Buford, Bynum, Bell, Barry, Blythe, Brooks, Beene, Clement, Cas. 
sidy, Dampier, Dunlap, Durr, Estelle, Ellis, Echols, Guy, Gatlin, 
Hinds, Harrison, Jenkins, Kelley, Kirkland, Lynch, Lewis, Mott, 
Malone, Magee, Martin, Matthews, Metcalf, Nelson, Noble, Nash, 
Rawls, Rozell, Suratt, Stewart of Marion, Thomas of Marshall, 
Thomas of Yazoo, Thames, Trussell, Thurmond, Vaiden, Webb 
and Weathersby—50. . 

Nays.—Messrs. Adams; Armstrong, Aldridge, Ashe, Birdan; Ba- 
ker of Hinds, Baker of Pontotoc, Collins, Catchings, Crusoe, Chis- 
holm, Ford, Foote, Farrar, Criffin, Henry, Johnson, Kimball, : Mce- 
Nabb, McInnis, Marble, Myers;,Nabors, Powell, Regan of Clai- 
borne, Regan of Yazoo, Rogers,’ Smedes, Starke, Smith, Stuart of 
Wilkinson, Talbert, Tison, Wilcox, Welsh, West and Yourig—37. 

-The bill from the Senate, to be entitled an act to provide for a 
Convention of the people of Mississippi, was-read the first time, . . 

On motion of Mr. Regan of Yazoo, the rule was dispensed with, 
and the bill was read the second: time, forthwith, by its title. 

-On motion of Mr., Suratt, the Committee of, the: Whole House 
was discharged from, the consideration of the House bill on the 
same subject, and said bill was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Hemingway offered a bill as a substitute for the bill from 
the Senate providing for a Convention ; which was read. 

Mr. Clement offered the following amendment to the amendment : 
“Amend, by striking out the first section after,the enacting clause, 
and inserting—  . 

“That the Governor shall be. authorized and required to calla 
Convention of the people, by proclamation, whenever it shall appear, 

to his satisfaction, that either of the following events have occurred : 

' “If Congress shall repeal the fugitive slave law, or amend it by 
giving the slave a trial by jury, when captured; or otherwise es- 
sentially modify the same ; or if said Jaw be rendered inoperative 
by the legislation of the non-slaveholding 8 States : 

“If Congress shall abolish slavery in the District of Columbia, 
or in the Forts, Arsenals, or other public places ceded to the Ped. 
eral Government within the slaveholding States : 

“If Congress shall prohibit the slave trade among the saree 
States: 

“If Congress shall apply the Wilmot Proviso to the Territories 
‘of Utah and New Mexico, or refuse to admit new Senie on account 
of the existence of. slavery therein; or 

“If two or more of our sisten States should, through their State 
Conventions, request: Mississippi to meet inem in a general Con: 
vention of the Southem States.” 

4-H 7 
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Pending the question on thé ‘amendmieht, the following message 
was received from the Senate, by Mr. Grr, their Secretary: _ 

Mr. Speaker: The Senate have passed bills of the following 
titles, to wit: ; i l i 

A bill to be entitled, an act to amend an act entitled “An act to 
legalize the sales of 16th' sections in the county of Smith, in the 
State of Mississippi, approved, 8th March, 1850." 

A bill to be entitled; an act to incorporate the Newton Female 
Institute. f. l l 

À bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the Hernando Female 
Academy. l 

A bill to be entitled an act to change the time of holding the 
Probate Court of Itawamba county. N 

A bill to be entitled an act for the benefit of Willis D. Robbins 
ánd Benjamin C. Earle. 

A bill to be éntitied an act for the relief of Tax Collectors. 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Hugh Warren, a 
revolütionary soldier. . 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Thomas Holliday, 
late ''ax Collector of Copiah county ; 

Also, a joint resolution for thé relief of the Hon. F. M. Rogers ; 
in which the concurrence of the House is requested. 

The discussion on the amendment proposed by Mr. Clement 
continued until the Speaker announced that under the standing rule 
of the House, it stood adjourned until 3 o'clock, P. m.  - 
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THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Wilcox presented a memorial from the Board of Police of 
Jefferson county; which was referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. Baker of Pontotoc made the following report from the Com- 
mittee on Enrolled Bills : l 

Mr. Speaker: The Joint Standing Committee on Enrolled 
Bills, have examined “Preamble and resolutions of the Legislature 
of the State of Mississippi, in relation to our Senators and Repre- 
sentatives in Congress,” and have found the same correctly en- 
rolled. 

Mr. Griffin gave notice that on to-morrow, or some early day, he’ 
would introduce a bill to authorize the Board of Police of Chicka- 
saw county to levy a special tax, for the purpose of enabling ‘that 
county to pay the expenses of the same. He also gave -notice, 
that atthe same time he would offer a bill to incorporate the town 
of Boston, in Chickasaw county; and also for the incorporation of 
Palo Alto, in said county; also a bill for the relief of Wiley 
Harrington. l 

Mr. Tison, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled an act to 
incorporate the Euclid Male and Female Acadeniy, in the county 
of Tishemingo; which was read the first time. 
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On, motion of Mr. Tison, the rule was suspended, and the bill 
read the second time by its, tile ; and ọn his further motion, the 
rule was further suspended, and the bill read the third -time ‘dy its 
title, and put upon its passage, and passed. 

Ordered, that the title thereof stand as stated. 

Mr. Catchings, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled, “an 
act to change the name of Mississippi Academy, and to authorize 
the institution to loan its funds at the rate of ten per cent. per an- 
num: which was read the first time. 

On motion of Mr. Catchings, the rule was dispensed with, and 
the said bill was read the second and third time, forthwith, and put 
upon its passage, and passed. 

. Ordered, that the title stand as stated. 

Mr. Regan of Claiborne, by leave, introduced a bill to be enti- 
tled, *an act to ascertain the number of acres of land planted in 
Cotton in the State of Mississippi ;" which was read the first time. 

Mr. Regan of Claiborne moved a suspension of the rule, to the 
end that the bill might be read the second time ; which was lost. 

Mr. Seal, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled, an act to 
amend ‘“‘an act to incorporate the town of Pass Christian," appro- 
ved March 9th, 1850 ; which was read the first time. 

On motion of Mr. Seal, the rule was suspended, and the bill 
read the second time by its title ; and, on further motion, the rule 
was further suspended, and the bill read the third time, put upon its 
passage, and passed. 

Ordered, that the title stand as stated. 

Mr. McNabb presented the petition of Allen Matthews and 
others, of Sunflower county, in regard to legalizing certain acts 
of the Board of Police of said county; which was read, and re- 
ferred to the Joint Select Committee proposed to be raised on the 
general and local business of the House. 

Mr. Tison moved to call from the table the bill in regard to 
common schools ; which was lost. f 

Mr. Metcalf offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That to-morrow be set apart for legislation ọn local 
business. 

On motion 'of Mr. Regan of Yazoo, the resolution was laid on 
the table. — 

On motion of Mr. Nabors, the House proceeded to the consid- 
eration of the business before it at the time of its last adjournment, 
to wit; the subject of a call of a Convention; the question being 
on the amendment proposed by Mr. Clement to the substitute for 
the Serate bill offered by Mr. Hemingway. 

Mr. Brooks moved to lay the amendment and.substitute onthe table. 

Mr. Hinds called for a division of the question. 

Mr. Dunlap moved to lay the bill with the amendments on the 
table. 

Mr. Catchings moved a division of the question on laying the 
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amendments on the table; and the vote was taken on laying the 
amendment offered by Mr. Clement on the table, and decided in 
the affirmative, by yeas and nays as follows: 

Yeas.—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Anderson, Arthur, Aldridge, Ashe, 
Brown, Barton, Buford, Byrn, Bell, Barry, Bynum, Barden, Brooks, 
Beene, Baker of Hinds, Baker of Pontotoc, Cassidy, Catchings, 
Crusoe, Dampier, Dunlap, Echols, Ellis, Estelle, Ford, Farrar, 
Guy, Gatlin, Hinds, Hemingway, Harrison, Henry, Jenkins, John. 
son, Kirkland, Kimball, Kelley, Lewis, Malone, Magee, Metcalf, 
Mott, Marble, Myers, Matthews, Martin, Noble, Neill, Nelson, 
Nabors, Nash, Powell, Regan of Claiborne, Regan of Yazoo, 
Rozell Rawls, Rogers, Stewart of Marion, Smedes, Thomas of 
Marshall, Thomas of Yazoo, Thames, Thurmond, Tison, Vaiden, 
Weathersby, Webb, Wilcox, Welsh and Young—70. . 

Nays.—Messrs. Armstong, Blythe, Collins, Griffin, McNabb, 
McInnis, Myers, Suatt, Talbert and West—10. ` 

The question was now taken on the proposition to lay the sub- 
stitute proposed by Mr. Hemingway on the table, and decided in the 
negative, as follows: 

Yeas.—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Anderson, Beene, Brooks, Barry, 
Brown, Buford, Byrn, Barton, Bynum, Cassidy, Dampier, Ellis, 
Echols, Estelle, Guy, Hinds, Harrison, Jenkins, Kelley, Kirkland, 
Lewis, Magee, Malone, Mott, Martin, Matthews, Nelson, Noble, 
Neil, Nash, Rozell, Rawls, Stewart of Marion, Seal, Thomas of 
Marshall, Thomas of Yazoo, Thames, Thurmond, Vaiden, Webb, 
Weathersby and Young—43. 

- Nays.—Messrs. Adams, Armstrong, Arthur, Aldridge, Ashe, 
Blythe, Bell, Barden, Baker of Hinds, Baker of Pontotoc, Collins, 
Clement, Catehings, Crusoe, Chisholm, Dunlap,. Ford, Farrar, 
Gatlin, Griffin, Hemingway, Heriry, Johnson, Kimball, McInnis, 
McNabb, Metcalf, Marble, Myers, Nabors, Powell, Regan of 
Claiborne, Regan of Yazoo, Rogers, Suratt, Starke, Smedes, 
Smith, Talbert, Tison, Wilcox, Welsh and West—43. 

The question then recurred on the adoption of Mr. Hemingway's 
amendment as a substitute. 

On motion of Mr. Bynum, a call of the House was had. 

Mr. Regan of Claiborne moved that the further call of the 
House be suspended; which was lost. 

On motion of Mr. Anderson, the further call was suspended. 

Mr. Talbert moved that the House adjourn until to-morrow 
morning, 10 o'clock; which was lost. 

Mr. Estelle moved that the bill and amendment be made the 
special order of the day for a Committee of the Whole, on to-mor- 
row morning, at 19 o'clock; which was lost. ` 

Mr. Brown moved that the House resolve itself forthwith into a 
committee of the whole on the bill and amendment; which was lost. 

Pending the question on the àdoption of Mr. Hemmingway's 
amendment, the House, on motion of Mr. Barry, adjourned until 
to-morrow morning, at 10 o'clock. 


53 
FRIDAY, Novemser 29, 1850. 


The House met „pursuant to adjournment, dnd its deliberations 
opened with prayer, by the Rev. Mr. Lane, of the Blind Asylum. 

The following message was received from the Senate, by Mr. 
Orr, their Secretary : 

Mr. Speaker: The Senate have passed bills of the following 
titles, to wit: 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of Henry C. Robinson 
and Christiana L. Robinson his wife; 

A bill tobe entitled an act for the relief of James M. Parker, of 
Coahoma county ; 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend the several laws in force 
providing for the erection and repairs of Levees in the counties of 
DeSoto, Issaquena and Washington, and for taxing the internal 
improvement lánds held by the State in said counties of Bolivar, 
Issaquena and Washington ; 

In which the concurrence of the House is requested. 

The House resumed the consideration of the unfinished busi- 
ness, to wit: the substitute for the bill to provide for a Convention 
of the people of Mississippi, offered on yesterday by Mr. Hem- 
ingway. 

Pending the question, the following message was received from 
the Senate, by Mr. Orr, their Secretary: 

Mr. Speaker: The Senate have passed bills of the following 
titles : 

A bill to be entitled an act to change the time of holding the 
Probate Court of Monroe county ; 

À bill to be entitled an act to extend the remedy by attachment 
in Courts of Chancery. 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the Columbus and 
Noxubee Turnpike Company ; 

A bill to be entitled .an act to amend an act to incorporate the 
town of New Albany, in the county of Pontotoc ; 

In which the concurrence of the House is requested. 

Pending the question on the adoption of Mr. Hemingway’s 
substitute to the Senate Convention Bill, the House, on motion 
of Mr. Neill, adjourned until 3 o’clock, p. m. 


3 O'CLOCK, P. M. 


‘The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

Mr. Adams introduced the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the debates on the bill to call a Convention be 
closed at 9 o’elock this evening, and then proceed to vote on the 
"bill and amendments. 

Mr. Weathersby moved to strike out “nine,” and insert “five.” 

Mr. Blythe moved to lay the resolution and amendment on the 
table; which motion did not prevail. 
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The: question was then. taken on the amendment proposed by 
Mr. Weathersby, and decided in the affirmative. 

‘My. Nabors moved the following amendment : 

“Provided no member shall occupy more than fifteen minutes in 
speaking ;" which was adopted. 

The question was then taken on the adoption of the resolution, 
as amended, and decided in the affirmative. 

The House resumed the consideration of Mr. Hemingway's 
substitute for the Senate Convention Bill. 

Mr. Rogers moved an adjournment until 10 o'clock, to-morrow ; 
which was lost. 

The question was then taken on the adoption of the substitute, 
and decided in the negative, by yeas and nays follows : 

Yeas.—Messrs. Adams, Armstrong, Aldridge, Ashe, Bardin, 
Bell, Baker of Pontotoc, Baker of Hinds, Collins, Catchings, Chis- 
holm, Crusoe, Clement, Dunlap, Ford, Foote, Farrar, Griffin, Hem- 
ingway, Henry, Johnson, Kimball, Marble, Myers, McInnis, 
McNabb, Nabors, Powell, Regan of Claiborne, Regan of Yazoo, 
Rogers, Stuart of Wilkinson, Starke, Smedes, Smith, Tison, 
Wilcox, Welsh and West—39. 

Nays.—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Anderson, Barton, Brown, Buford, 
Bynum, Byrn, Barry, Brooks, Blythe, Beene, Cassidy, Dampier, 
Durr, Echols, Estelle, Ellis, Guy, Gatlin, Hinds, Harrison, Jen- 
kins, Kelly, Kirkland, Lynch, Lewis, Malone, Mott, Matthews, 
Magee, Martin, Metcalf, Nelson, Noble, Neill, Nash, Rozell, Rawls, 
Seal, Suratt, Stewart of Marion, Thomas of Marshall, Thomas of 
Yazoo, Thurmond, Thames, Trussell, Talbert, Vaiden, Weathersby, 
Webb and Young—51. 

Mr. Foote offered the following amendment to the Senate bill: 

Amend by additional section: 

Be it further enacted, 'That at the election of the delegates to 
such Convention, it shall be the duty of the returning officers or 
managers of such elections, to propound to each votexthe following 
question: Are you for or against the assembling of a Convention ? 
and there shall be a correct and accurate list or lists of the votes 
forand against a Convention, made by the clerks of such election, 
in such county, and such list or lists, of the votes given as aforesaid, 
shall be forwarded to the Secretary of State, with the votes for 
the delegates to such Convention ; and the Secretary of State shall 
ascertain the aggregate vote for and against the Convention, and 
if there should be a majority of the votes of the State against the 
assembling of a Convention, the Governor sha!l make proclama- 
tion of that fact, and no Convention shall assemble. 

Mr. Starke moved that the House adjourn until to-morrów morn- 
iug, 10 o'clock ; which was lost. 

The question was taken on the adoption of the amendment 
offered by Mr. Foote, and decided in the negative, by yeas and 
nays as follows: 
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."Yeas—Messrs, Adams, Armstrong, Arthur, Aldridge, Ashe, 
Bell, Bardin, Baker of Hinds, Baker of Pontotoc, Collins, Crusoe, 
Catchings, Chisholm, Dunlap, Day, Ford, Foote, Farrar; Griffin, 
Hemingway, Henry, Johnson, Kimball, Marble, Myers, McInnis, 
McNabb, Nabors, Powell, Regan of Claiborne, Regan of Yazoo, 
Rogers, Suratt, Starke, Smedes, Smith, Stuart of Wilkinson, Tison, 
Talbert, Wilcox, Welsh, West and-Young—42. D 

Nays.—Speaker, Messrs. Anderson, Barton, Brown, Buford, 
Bynum, Byrn, Barry, Brooks, Beene, Cassidy, Clement, Durr, 
Dampier, Echols, Ellis, Estelle, Guy, Gatlin, Hinds, Harrison, 
Jenkins, Kelly, Kirkland, Lynch, Lewis, Malone, Mott, Magee, 
Martin, Matthews, Metcalf; Nelson, Noble, Neill, Nash, Rozell, 
Rawls, Stewart of Marion, Seal, Thomas of Marshall, Thomas of 
Yazoo, Thames, Thurmond, Trussell, Vaiden, Weathersby and 
Webb—48. 2» 

Mr. Foote offered the following amendment : 

Amend by additional section : T 

Be it further enacted, That for the purpose of affording to ihe 
Convention a fair test of the will of the voters of this State, upon 
the recent laws of Congress, commonly called the Adjustment or 
Compromise Measures, that at the election of delegates to said 
Convention, the managers. of such election shall cause to be pro- 
pounded to each voter, the question: Are you in favor of acequies- 
cing in the Adjustment Bills passed by the Congress of the United 
States? and an accurate account shall be taken of such votes, 
and returned with the other returns of said election, according to 
the provisions of this, act. l 

On motion of Mr. Metcalf, the amendment was laid on the table, 
by yeas and nays as follows: 

Yeas.—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Anderson, Adams, Barton, Byrn, 
Brown, Buford, Bynum, Barry, Bardin, Blythe, Brooks, Beene, 
Baker of Pontotoc, Cassidy, Clement, Dampier, Dunlap, Durr, 
Echols, Ellis, Estelle, Guy, Gatlin, Hinds, Harrison, Jenkins, 
Kelly, Kirkland, Lynch, Lewis, Malone, Mott, Magee, Matthews, 
Martin, Metcalf, Nelson, Noble, Neill, Nash, Rozell, Rawls, Ro- 
gers, Suratt, Stewart of Marion, Seal, Thomas of Yazoo, Thomas 
of Marshall, Tison, Thames, Trussell, Thurmond, Vaiden, Webb, 
Weathersby and Young—57. e 

Nays'—Messrs. Armstrong, Arthur, Aldridge, Ashe, Baker of 
Hinds, Bell, Collins, Catchings, Chisholm, Crusoe, Ford, Foote, 
Farrar, Griffin, Henry, Johnson, Kimball, Marble, Myers, Mc- 
Innis, McNabb, Nabors, Powell, Regan of Claiborne, Regan of 
Yazoo, Stuart of Wilkinson, Starke, Smith, Smedes, Talbert, West, 
Wilcox and Welsh—33. ' , 

Mr. Stuart of Wilkinson offered the following amendment: . 

_See.—Be it further enacted, That the delegates elected to the 
Convention herein provided for, before taking their seats in said 
.. Convention, shall be sworn to support the constitution of the Uni- 
ted States, and of the State of Mississippi. DELE 
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On. motion of Mr. Estelle, the amendment was laid upon the 
table, by yeas and nays as follows: 

Yéas.—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Anderson, Barton, Brown, Burd, 
Bynuni, Byrn, Bell, Barry, Batdin, Blythe, Brooks, Beene, Cassidy, 
Clement, Dampier, Durr, Echols, Ellis, Estelle, Guy, Harrison, 
Jenkins, Kelly, Kirkland, Lewis, Mott, Malone, Magee, Martin, 
Matthews, Metcalf, Nelson, Noble, Neill, Nash, Rozel, Rawls, 
Surett, Stewart of Marion, Starke, Seal, Thomas, of Marshall, 
Thomas, of Yazoo, Thames, Trussell, Thurmond, Vaiden, Webb 
and Weathersby—51. 

Nays.—Messrs. Adams, Armstrong, Arthur, Aldridge, Ashe, 
Baker of Hinds, Baker of Pontotoc, Collins, Catchings, Chisholm, 
Crusoe, Dunlap, Ford, Foote, Farrar, Gatlin, Griffin, Henry, John- 
son, Kimball, Lynch, Marble, Myers, McInnis, McNabb, Nabors, 
Powell, Regan of Claiborne, Regan of Yazoo, Rogers, Stuart of Wil- 
kinson, Smedes, Talbert, Wilcox, Welsh, West and Young—37. 

Mr. Hinds moved that the bill be read the third time and put 
upon its passage ; which was sustained, and the bill read the third 
time by its title. 

Mr. Ford offered the following amendment, by way of ryder: 

Sec. — Be it further enacted, That the delegates to said Cop- 
vention, shall, before taking their seats in said Convention, take 
an oath to support the Constitution of the United States ; 

Which was read the first time. . 

On motion of Thurmond, the ryder was laid upon the table, by 
yeas and'nays as follows: ` 

Yeas.—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Anderson, Barton, Brown, Barry, 
Buford, Bynum, Byrn, Bardin, Blythe, Brooks, Beene, Cassidy, 
Clement, Dampier, Durr, Echols, Ellis, Estelle, Guy, Harrison, 
Hinds, J enkins, Kelly, Kirkland, Lynch, Lewis, Malone, Mott, 
Martin, Matthews, Magee, Metcalf, Nelson, Noble, Neill, Nash, 
Rozell, Rawls, Stewart of Marion, Suratt, Starke, Seal, Thomas 
of Marshall, Thomas of Yazoo, Thames, Thurmond, Tison, Trus- 

sell, Vaiden, Weathersby and Webb—52. 

~-  JNays.--Messrs. Adams, Armstrong, Arthur, Aldridge, Ashe, 
Bell, Baker ‘of Pontotoc, Baker of Hinds, Collins, Catchings, 
Crusoe, Chisholm, Dunlap, Day, Ford, Foote, Farrar, Gatlin, 
Griffin, Henry, Johnson, Kimball, Marble, Myers, McInnis, Mc- 
Nabb, Nabors, Powell, Regan of Claiborne, Regan of Yazoo, 
Rogers, Stuart of Wilkinson, Smédes, Talbert, Wilcox, Welsh, 
West and Young—38. 

' The question was then taken ori tde passage of the bill, and de- 
cided in the affirmative, by yeas ad nays:as follows: 

Yeas.—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Anderson, Barton, Brown, Bell, 
Buford, Bynum, Barden, Beene, Byrn, Brooks, Barry, Cassidy, 
Clement, Dampier, Durr, Echols, Ellis, Estelle, Guy, Hinds, Har- 
rison, Jenkins, Kirkland, Kelley, Lynch, Lewis, Malone, McAfee, 
` Mott, Martin, Magee, Matthews, Metealf, Noble, Neill, Nélson, 
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Nash, Rozell, Rawls, Stewart of Marion, Suratt, Seal, Thomas 
of Marshall, Thomas of Yazoo, Thames, Trussell, Vaiden, Webb, 


. Weathersby and Young—52. 


i 
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Nays.—Messrs. Adams, Armstrong, Arthur, Aldridge, Ashe, 
Blythe, Brooks, Baker of Hinds, Baker of Pontotoc, Chisholm, 
Collins, Catchings, Crusoe, Day, Dunlap, Foote, Farrar, Ford, 
Griuin, Gatlin, Henry, Hemingway, Johnson, Kimball, McInnis, 
Myers, Marble, McNabb, Nabors, Powell, Regan of Claiborne, 
Regan of Yazoo, Rogers, Stuart of Wilkinson, Starke, Smedes, 
Talbert, Tison, Wall, Wilcox, Welsh and West—41. 

Ordered, that the title stand as stated. — : 

On motion of Mr. Metcalf, the House adjourned until to-morrow 
morning, at 10 o'clock. 


SATURDAY, Novemser 30, 1850. 


The House met pursuant to adjournment. 

The following message was received from his Excellency, the 
Governor, by Mr. McDonald, his private secretary : 

Mr. Speaker: Lam instructed by his Excellency, the Governor, 
to inform the House of Representatives, that he has this day ap- 
proved and signed a bill of the following title, to wit: 

“Preamble and resolutions of the Legislature of the State of 
Mississippi, in relation to our Senators and Representatives in 


Congress.” 


The following message from the Senate was received by the 
hands of Mr. Orr, their Secretary: . 

Mr. Speaker: The Senate have passed bills of the following 
titles, to wit: 

A bill to be entitled an act to change the name of Mary D. 
Brooks; . 

À bill to be entitled an act to authorize the Boards of Police of 
certain counties therein named to lay a tax for certain purposes ; 
' A bill to be entitled an act to authorize the Board of.county 
Police of Yazoo county to sell the public buildings and other 


. property belonging to said county, in the town of Benton, in said 


county ; fn 
In which the concurrence of the House is requested. ' 
Mr. Nash, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled an act to 


-amend the Levee Laws of Bolivar county ; which was read the 


first time. ` ut 

Mr. Nash moved that the rule be dispensed with, and thatthe 
bill be read tlie second time, forthwith, by its title; and the ques- . 
tion being taken thereon, it was decided in the negative. 


-+ The following message was received from the Senate, by the 


hands of Mr. Orr, their Secretaay: -* 
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Mr.-Speaker: TheSenate have passed a, bill to be entitled an 
act to define the limits of Yazoo City; ;in which the concurrence of 
the House is requested. 

; On motion of Mr. Young,- leave. of absence for the balance of 

the session, was granted to Messrs. Wilcox and Crusoe. 
. Mr. Baker of- Hinds presented for consideration a preamble’ and 
resolutions of the Central Union Association at Jackson; which 
was read, and on motion of Mr. Suratt, referred to Joint Committée 
on State ‘and Federal Relations. 

Mr. Stuart of Wilkinson introduced the following resolutions : 

Resolved, That we cherish undiminished attachment to our 
“glorious Union’’—that its destruction would be the death knell of 
liberty, and that nothing short of such usurpation of power and 
oppression as weuld be destructive to the personal and political 
rights of the South, will justify. disunion, or a secession from the 
confederation, by the State of Mississippi, or any other Southern 
State. 

Resolved, 'That the passage of the late acts of Congress, known 
as the Compr omise measures—acts which were passed with a view 
to settle sectional difficulties, and to preserve, in its entirety, “the 
Union of the States," do not constitute such usurpation of power, 
and such oppression as will justify the State of Mississippi, or any 
other Southern State, in seceding from the Union. 

Resolved, That California, being admitted by Congress as a State 
in the confederacy, with free and equal rights, cannot be dismem- 
bered of any part of her territory without her consent; and if she 
refuses to divide her territory, or refuses to agree that slavery may 
be introduced south of 36 30,that her refusal will form no justi- 
fiable cause for Mississippi, or any other Southern State, to secede 
from the Union. 

Resolved, 'That the settlement of the boundary question between 
the United States and Texas, is a matter between said parties ; 
and if Texas accedes to the proposition made to her by the United 
States, itis no justifiable cause for Mississippi, or any other South- 
ern State, to secede from the Union. 

Resolved, That the organization of the Territories of Utah. and 
New Mexico, upon the great Southern principle of non-intervention, 
or, iu other words, without the Wilmot Proviso attached to the act 
organizing them, is not a justifiable cause for Mississippi, or any 
other Southern State to secede from the Union. 

Resolved, That the guaranties of the present Constitution were, 
in the estimation of the twelve slave States which aided in forming 
it, sufficient to protect’ Southern rights; and we believe, if such 
guaranties are carried out as they are by the late Fugitive Slave 
Bill, and such bill is enforced by the courts of the country, there- 
fusal to further amend the Constitution, by additional guaranties, 
will not be a justifiable cause for Mississippi, or any other South- 
ern State, to secede from the Union. 
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Resolved, 'That the commercial, agricultural, and financial situa. 
tion of Mississipp, under the present Constitution and form of Go- 
vernment, is equally, if not more prosperous, at this time, than at 
any period of her existence ; that under the existing state of things, ` 
a secession from the Union would peril our institutions and property, 
and might produce civil war.and carnage ; for all of which rea- 
sons; it is the opinion of this House, that there is at present no 
sufficient eause to justify secession. l 

Mr. Suratt moved to refer the resolutions to the Joint Select 
Committee raised on the Governor's Message. 

Mr. Cassidy moved their reference to the standing Committee on 
Propositions and Grievances. 

Mr. Stuart of Wilkinson moved to lay the.motions on the table ; 
which was lost. 

Mr. Bynum moved to lay the resolutions on the table; which 
was sustained, by yeas and nays as follows: : 

Yeas.—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barton, Brown, Buford, Bynum, 
Byrn, Bell, Barry, Bardin, Blythe, Brooks, Beene, Cassidy, 
Clement, Estelle, Ellis, Guy, Hinds, Jenkins, Kelly, Kirkland, 
Lynch, Malone, Martin, Matthews, Metcalf, Noble, Rozell, Rawls, 
Suratt, Stewart of Marion, Thomas of Marshall, Thomas of Yazoo, 
Thames, Trussell, Thurmond, Tison, Vaiden, Weathersby and 
Webb—40. 

Nays.—Messrs. Arthur, Aldridge, Ashe, Baker of Hinds, Col- 
lins, Catchings, Chisholm, Dunlap, Ford, Foote, Farrar, Griffin, 
Henry, Johnson, Kimball, Marble, Myers, McInnis, McNabb, Na- 
bors, Powell, Regan of Claiborne, Regan of Yazoo, Rogers, 
Stuart of Wilkinson, Smedes, Smith, Talbert, Wilcox, Welsh and 
West—31. 

The following message was received from the Senate, by Mr. 
Orr, their Secretary : 

Mr. SegAkER: The Senate have concurred in the House re- 
solution to adjourn the Legislature on Saturday, the 30th Novem- 
ber, 1850, at 4 o’clock, p. m. "ES 

Mr. McRae, by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled an act to : 
accept a grant of land to the State of Mississippi, by the Congress 
of the United States, to aid in the construction of the Mobile and 
Ohio Rail Road, and for other purposes ; which was read the first 
time. i . 

On his motion, the rule was suspended, and the bill read the 
second time. 

On his further motion, the House resolved itself forthwith into 
Committee of the Whole on the bill, Mr. Henry in the Chair ; 
and after some time spent therein, the committee rose, reported 
the bill back to the House, without amendment, and recommended 
its passage; which was received and agreed to. . 

On motion of Mr. McRae, the rule was further suspended, the 
bill read the third time, and passed. 

Ordered, that the title stand as stated. 
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Mr. Blythe, from a committee, made the following report : 

Mr. SPEAKER: The Committee on Military: Affairs, to whom 
was referred so much of the Governor's Special: Message as re- 
lates to the Militia, have had the same under consideration, and 
beg leave to report two accompanying bills, and recommend their 
passage; which was received. 

On motion of Mr. Suratt, the report and the bills accompanying 
the same, were laid on the table. 

The following message was received from the Governor, through 
Mr. McDonald, his private secretary : 

Mr. Speaker: lam instructed by his Excellency, the Governor, 
to deliver to the House of Representatives a message in writing: 
To the House of Representatives : l 

I have the honor to communicate to the House of Representa- 
tives the fact, that by the resignation of Charles Scott, Esq., there 
is now a vaeancy in the Board ef Commissioners of the State . 
Lunatic Asylum, which, from my construction of the law, should 
be filled by an election by the Legislature. 

J. A. QUITMAN. 

ExEcurivE CHAMBER, 

Jackson, Nov. 30, 1850. . 

The following message was received from the Senate, through 
Mr. Orr, their Secretary : 

Mr. Speaker: The Senate have passed bills of the following 
titles, viz : 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend an act entitled an act to 
incorporate the commissioners of the town of Irwin, in the county 
of Carroll ; 

A bill to be entitled an act to repeal the first section of an act 
entitled an act in relation to the sixteenth section furids in Noxubee 
and Coahoma counties, approved March 4th, 1850, so far as the 
said first section applies to Noxubee county ; 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the Yalobusha Female 
Institute, in the town of Grenada, Yalobusha county ; 

In which I am instructed to desire the concurrence of the House 
of Representatives: 

Also, a House bill, viz: 

A bill to be entitled an act to change the name of the Mississippi 
Academy, and authorize the institution to loan its funds at the rate 
of ten per cent. per annum. 

On motion of Mr. Suratt, the bill in relation to common schools 
was called from the table. 

Mr. McNabb moved that a call of the House be had; which 
was lost. 

Mr. Regan of Yazoo moved that the House adjourn until three 
o'clock, p. m. ; which was lost. ; 

Mr. Clement offered an amendment to the bill, by way of ad- 
ditional section; which was adopted. 


~ 
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Mr. Tison offered an amendment, by way of additional section ; 
which ‘was adopted. : i 

Mr. Catchings offered an amendment, by way of proviso to the 
first section ; which was adopted. 

Mr Thames ‘offered an amendment, embracing two additional 
sections ; which was adopted. 

Mr. Regan of Claiborne offered an amendment, by way of an 
additional section; which was adopted. 

Mr. Tison offered the following amendment to the third section : 

“Provided, that the provisions of this section shall not be applied 
to the counties composing the session ;" which was adopted. 

Mr. Brooks moved an adjournment to 3 o’clock; which was 
lost. ; 

On motion of Mr. Hinds, the bill was considered as engrossed, 
and read the third time by its title, and put upon its passage, and 
passed, with its title as stated. 

On motion of Mr. Starke, the Senate bill to be entitled an act 
to amend the several laws in force providing for the erection and 
repairs of Levees in the counties of Desoto, Issaquena and 
Washington, and for taxing the internal improvement lands held 


- bythe State insaid counties of Bolivar, y si and Washington, 


was called from the table, and read the time. 

On motion of: Mr. Starke, the rule was suspended, and the bill 
read the second time by its title; and on fürther motion of Mr. 
Starke, the rule was again suspended, and the bill read the third 
time, and put upon its passage, and passed. 

The vote on its passage, by yeas and nays, is as follows: 

Yeas.—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Adams, Arthur, Barton, Brown, 
Buford, Bynum, Byrn, Brooks, Baker of Hinds, Cassidy, Collins, 
Catchings, Chisholm, Crusoe, Dampier, Durr, Estelle; Ellis, Ford, 
Foote, Guy, Gatlin, Henry, Johnson, Kirkland, Kimball, Lynch, 
Magee, Martin, Marble, McInnis, McNabb, Nabors, Noble, Neill, 
Nash, Powell, Regan of Claiborne, Regan of Yazoo, Rozell, Seal, 
Stewart of Marion, Stuart. of Wilkinson, Starke, Smedes, Smith, 
Thomas of Marshall, Thames, ' Webb, Welsh and Young—52. 

Nays.—Messrs. Ashe, Bell, Bardin, Baker of Pontotoc, Clem- 
ent, Echols, Griffin, Jenkins, Metcalf, Rogers, Suratt, Thomas of 
Yazoo, Trussell, Thurmond and Tison—15. 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. Orr, their Secretary : 

Mr. Speaker: The President of the Senate has signed a 
preamble and resolutions of the Legislature of the State of Missis- 
sippi, in relation to our Senators and Representatives in Congress. 

On motion of Mr. Ford, 

Resolved, The Senate concurring, that the two Houses meet in 
the Hall of the House of Representatives, for the election of a 
Commissioner of the Lunatic Asylum, forthwith. : 

On motion of Mr. Neill, the standing rule of the House, to ad- 
journ at one o’clock, p. m., was rescinded. 
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Mr. Neill, from the Standing Committee on Claims, reported a 
bill to be entitled an act making certain appropriations therein 
named, and recommended its passage ; which was received and 
agreed te, and the bill read the first time. 

On his motion, the rule was suspended, and the bill read-the 
second time. ES 

On motion of Mr. Ford, the House resolved itself forthwith into 
a Committee of the Whole on said bill, Mr. Henry in the chair ; 
afier some time spent therein, the committee rose, reported the 
bill back to the House, with sundry amendments, and recommend- 
ed its passage, as amended ; which was received and agreed to. 

Mr. Thomas of Marshall offered an amendment, by way of ad- 
ditional article ; which was adopted. . 

On motion of Mr. Neill, the rule was further suspended, the bill 
and amendments considered as engrossed, read the third time, and 
passed as amended. 

Ordered, that the title stand as stated. 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. Orr, their Secretary : i 

Mr. Speaker: The Senate have passed a bill of the following 
title: 

A bill to be entitled an act supplemental to an act passed 29th 
November, 1850, entitled an act to provide for a Convention of 
the people of the State of Mississippi; in which the concurrence 
of the House is requested; 

And have also passed House bills of the following titles : 

An act to incorporate the Euclid Male and Female Academy, in 
the county of Tishemingo; 

An act to accept a grant of land to the State of Mississippi, by 
the Congress of the United States, to aid in the construction of 
the Mobile and Ohio Rail Road Company, and for other purposes. 

Mr. Barry, from a committee, made the following report: 

Mr. Speaker: The Committee on Enrolled Bills have exam- 
ined “an act to change the name of the Misssissippi Academy, 
and to authorize the institution to loan its funds at the rate of ten 
per cent. per annum,” and find the same correctly enrolled. 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. Orr, their Secretary : 

Mr. Speaker: The Senate have passed the following reso- 
lutions, to wit: 

Resolved, That the resolution adopted by both Houses, to ad- 
journ, sine die, at 4 o'clock, p. m. this day, be and the same is 
hereby rescinded; and that the hour of adjournment be postponed 
until 8 o’clock, p. m., the House concurring ; 

In which the concurrence of the House is requested. 

Mr. Suratt moved that the House concur in the above resolution. 

Mr. Ford moved to amend the motion, by inserting the words 
“do not." 

Mr. Suratt moved to lay the amendment on the table ; which was 
lost. 
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` Mr. Regan of Claiborne called for the previous question; which 
being sustained, the vote was taken on the adoption of Mr. Ford's 
amendment, and carried. . : 

On- motion of Mr. Hinds, the. vote taken on the adoption of 
Mr. Ford's amendment, was reconsidered: e 

Mr. Crusoe offered the following amendment, which was adopted: 

- "Provided, no new business shall be. acted on in this House, after 
4 o'clock. ' 

'Mr:: Nash moved to- iid the: resolution, by striking out the 
figure “eight,” and inserting “4 o'clock, Tuesday next.” ` 

Mr. Ford called for the previous question; which, being sus- 
tained, the vote was taken on*concurring in the resolution, as 
amended, and decided in the affirmative. 

Mr. Barry, from a committee, made the following report : 

; Mr. Speaker: - The Joint Standing Committee on Enrolled 
bills, have this day presented to his Excellency, the Governor, for 
his approval and signature, bills of the following titles, to wit : 

Anract to provide for a Conyention of the People of the State of 
Mississippi ; 

An act to change the name of the Mississippi Academy, and to 
authorize the institution to loan its funds at the rate of ten per cent. 
per annum ; 

On. motion of' Mr. Durr, the Senate bill entitled an act to au. 
thorize the Boards of Police in the several counties therein named 
to levy a special tax for county purposes, was called up and read the 
_ first time. 

On his motion, the rule was suspended, and the bill read the 
second time. 

Mr. Kelly offered the following amendment : 

Amend, by striking out the county of Winston. 

On motion of Mr. Regan of Yazoo, the amendment was laid on 

the table. 
, Mr. Griffin offered the following amendment : 

Provided, that the Board of Police of Chickasaw county be au- 
thorized to levy a special tax for county purposes, not exceeding 
fifty per cent. ` 

On motion of Mr. Regan of Yazoo, the amendment was laid 
on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Durr, the rule was further pipet, the bill 
read: the third time, and passed. 

Ordered, that the title stand as stated. 

. A message from the Senate; 

Mr. Speaker: The Senate have concurred in the resolutions 
of the House to go into an election of Commissioner of the Lunatic 
Asylum, forthwith. 

On motion of Mr. Baker of Hinds, the House took a recess 
until 4 o’clock, p. m. 
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The recess having expired, the House fund its session. 

The following. message was receivéd from his Excellency, the 
Governor, through Mr. McDonald, his private seéretary : 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am instructed by his Excelleney, the Governor, 
to inform the House, of Representatives, that he has this day ap- 
proved and signed a bill of the following title, to wit : ; 

An act tó changé the name of the Mississippi Academy, and to 
authorize the institution to loan its funds at the rate of ten per 
cent. per annum. 

. On motion of Mr. Webb, the Siale bill to-be entitled an act for 
the benefit of W. D. Robbins and onmia C. Earle, was taken 
up and read the first time. 

On motion of Mr. Webb, the ku Was suspended, and the bill 
read the second time ; and on his further. motion, the rule was fur- 
ther.suspended, and the bill read the third time, and, passed. 

The Senate having been informed that the House was ready to 

roceed to the election of a Commissioner of the Lunatic Asylum; 
" and that the Hall was in readiness for their reception, the Senate, 
preceded by the Sergeant-at-Arms, and accompanied by its omcers: 
entered the hall, andtook the seats assigned them. 

The President announced the object of the joint assediblnges 

On motion of Mr. Singleton, of the Senate, it was determined to 
conduct the election by viva voce voting. ; 

Mr. Catchings, of the House, putin nomination Mr. LW. Petrie. 

The President of the Senate nominated Harmon Hilzheim. 

'The Secretary of the Senate and the Clerk of the House pro- 
ceeded to call their respective rolls, and the result was as follows; 
to wit: * 

The following Senators voted for Mr. Petrie: ` 

Messrs. Alcorn, Catching, Cothran, Davis, ee POR 
Pettus, Ramsay and Whitfield—10. 

The following Representatives voted for Mr. Petrie : 

Messrs. Aldridge, Ashe, Bynum, Byrn, Barry, Bardin, Brooks, 
Baker of Pontotoc, Cassidy, Catchings, Crusoe, Dampier, Duir, 
Estelle, Ellis, Griffin, Harrison, Henry, Jenkins, Johnson, Kelly, 
Kirkland, Lynch, Magee, Martin, Metcalf, Marble, Myers, Mc- 
Nabb, Nabors, Nelson, Powell, Stewart of Marion, Smedes, Smith, 
Thomas of Marshall, Thomas oF Yazoo, Tison, Vaiden, Weathersby, 
Webb, Welsh and Young—43. 

Senators 10. - Total vote for Mr. Petrie, 53. 

Those who voted for Mr. Hilzheim, are: 

Senators—Mr. President, (Guion) Messrs. Bell, Berry, Carter, 
Gilleland, Hughes, McDugald, Reynolds, Singleton, Stone, Stewart, 
Talliaferro and White—13. 

Representatives—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Barton, Brown, Bufard, 
Bell, Baker of Hinds, Collins, Dunlap, Echols, Gatlin, Kimball, 
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Nash, Regan. of Claiborne, Regan. of Yazoo, Rogers, Suratt; Stuart - 
of "Wilkinson, Starke and Trussell.—19.. : 4: 
Vote of Senators, 13...- "Total vote. for Mr. Hizheim, 32. 
Fhe. President of. the, Senate announced: that Mr. Petrie, having 

received a majority of the votes, was duly elected Commissioner of 

the Lunatic- Asylum.:..7; pis 

The.two Houses, having accomplished the business of. their joint 
meeting, the: Senate retired totheir chamber, - 

.Mr, Baker of- Pontotoc; from the Committee on: Enrolled Bills, 
made the following report : 

Mr. Speaker: The.Joint Standing Committee € on | Enrolled 
Bills, have this, day; examined enrolled bi bills ef the following; titles, 
to wit: 

An act to’ incorporate: the Euclid Male and Female Academy, in 
the county, of, "Tishemingo ; - . 

*" An act to accept.a grant of land. to the State ‘of Mississippi; by 
the;Congress: of the United Statés, to aid inthe: construetion of the 
Mobile and Ohio Rail Road, and for other purposes ;. 

And find the-same correctly. enrolled. . 

Mr, Nash:moved. to-call from its place among the orders of the. 
day, a bill to.amend the Levee Laws of Bolivar. county; which 
motion: prevailing, the bill was.readthe second time.. < ` 

On motion of Mr. Nash, the rule was suspended, and the bill 
was read the third time by its title. — 

Mr. Nash offered tlie following amendment to the bill; by way of 
ryder: . 
Sec. — Beit further enacied, That the provisions of this bill 
be extended to Tallahatchie and Sun Flower counties. . E 

On motion of -M*, Estelle, the ryder was rejected. ;- i 

The bill wasi then’ put upon its passage, and passed, with its title 
as:stated: - 

The vote. on tlie; passage of the last nàmed bill, 1 being by yeas and 
nays, is as follows: 

Yeas.—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Arthur, Barton, Brown, Barry, 
Buford,: Byrn, Brodks,Baker of Hinds, Cassidy, Chisholm, Crusoe, 
Dampier, Ellis, Estelle, Ford, Foote, Gatlin, Harrison, Henr Y, 
Johnson, Kimball, Kelly, Kirkland, Lynch, Lewis, Malone, Mott, 
Magee, Martin, Matthews,. Marble, Myers, Mcinnis, McNakh, 
Nabors, Noble, Nash, Powell, Regan of Yazoo, Regan of Claiborne, 
Stewart of Marion, Stuart of Wilkinson, Starke, Smedes, Seal, 
Thomas of Marshall, Thames; Webb, Welshand Young—51. : 

-Nays—Messrs. Aldridge, Ashe, Bynum, Bell, Barden, Blythe, 
Baker of Pontotoc, Dunlap, Echols, Griffin, Guy, Metcalf, Rogers, 
Suratt, Thurmond, Tison and Vaiden—17. 

Mr. Barry, from a committee, made the following report : 

. Mr. Speaker: The-Joint Standing Committee on Enrolled 
Bills, have presented to-his Excellency, the Governor, for his ap- 
proval and signature +- 

0-H 
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An act to accept a grant of land-to:the State of Mississippi; by. 
the Congress of the United States, to’aid in the construction of the 
Mobile and Ohio Rail Road, and for other purposes ;- ^ 7 

An act to incorporate the: Euclid Male añd- Kemale; Kindeiny;in 
the:courity of ‘Tishemingo. i ; t 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. Orr, their Secietasy : joue 

Mr. Speaker: Thé Senate hávé conciirred' in thé amendment 
made by the House to the resolution ‘fixing the time of adjournment. 

A message from the Governor, by the hanids. of Mr. McDonald, 
his private secretary : 

Mr. Speaker: I am instructed by his Excellency, the Governor, 
to inform the House: of Représentatives, that he has this day approv- - 
ed and signed bills of the following titles, to wit : 

An act toaccept a grant of land to the State of Mississippi, by 
the Congress of the United States, to aid inthe construction of the , 
Mobile and Ohio Rail Road, and for other purposes; —. 

An act to incorporate the Euclid Male and Female: Academy, i in 
the county of Tishemingo. — 

Mr. Barry moved to call from the table, a bill from the Senate, 
to be entitled “an act supplemental to an act passed 29th Novem- 
ber, 1850, entitled an act to provide for the call of a Convention of 
the people of Mississippi ;” which motion prevailing, the bill was” 
read the first time. : 

Mr. Estelle moved that the rule be- pendel: and the pill read ' 
the second time, forthwith, by its title; which was decided in the 
negative—(the rule requiring four-fifths to suspend the rule)—by 
the following vote : 

Yeas.—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Ashe, Barton, Brown, Bynum, 
Buford, Byrn, Bell, Barry, Brooks, Baker of Pontotoc, Cassidy, 
Collins, Dampier, Dunlap, Estelle, Echols, Ellis, Harrison, Jen. 
kins, Kelly, Kirkland, Lewis, Malone, Mott, Magee, Martin, Met- 
calf, Matthews, Nabors, Neill, Suratt, Stewart of Marion, Starke, 
Seal, Thomas of Marshall, Thomas of Yazoo, Thurmond, Webb 
and Weathersby—40. 

Nays.—Messrs. Arthur, Aldridge, Bardin, Baker of Hinds, 
Catchings, Crusoe, Chisholm, Ford, Foote. Griffin, Henry, John- 
son, Kimball, Marble, Myers, McInnis, MeNabb, Powell, Regan 
of Claiborne, Regan of Yazoo, Rogers, Smedes, Smith, Stuart of 
Wilkinson, Tison, Welsh and Young—27.^ > 

On motion of Mr. Estelle, the Senate bill to be entitled an act 
for the relief of Tax Collectors, was called from the table, and read 
the first time. 

On motion of Mr. Estelle, the rule was suspended, and the bill 
was read the second and third tímes, and put upon its passage, and 
passed, with its title as stated. 

Mr. Nabors, by leave of the House, was authorized to change 
his vote upon laying on the table the amendment offered by Mr. 
Clement to the Senate bill calling a Conventian ot the people of: 
this State. 


On motion of Mr. Johnson, the:Senàate bill entitled ax act.to in- 


;Corporate: the Hernando- Female: Academy, , was, called from the 


table, and read the first time. 

On his motion, the: rule -was suspended, the bili read the second 
and third time, forthwith, and passed. 

Ordered, that the title stand as stated,- . 

* On motion of Mr. Stuart of Wilkinson, the Senate bill entitled 


. an actto extend the zemedy by attachment in the. Courts of Chan- 


cery, was called from the table, and read the first time. 
On his motion, the rule was suspended, and. tlie bill read the 


` second and third time, forthwith, by its title. 


The question was taken on the passage of the bill, by yeas and 
nays as follows: . 

Yeas.—Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Aldridge, Baker of Hinds, Cas- 
sidy, Collins, Clement, Catchings, Dampier, Estelle, Ellis, Kim- 
ball, Magee, Mextin, Matthews,. Stewart of Marion, Stuart of 
Wilkinson, Smedes, Seal and Young—19, 

Nays.—Messrs. Barton, Brown, Buford, Bell, Barry, Bardin, 
Brooks, Baker of Pontotoc, Foote, Guy, Griffin, Jenkins, Johnson, 


- Lewis, Metcalf,.Marble, McNabb, Neill, Powell, Regan of Yazoo, ' 


Rogers, Suratt,' Smith, . Thomas- ‘of Marshall, Thomas of Yazoo, 
Thurmond, Tison and Vaiden—28. 


A quorum of the House not voting, the bill failed. 
A message was received from the Senate, by Mr. Orr, their 


Secretary : 


ary 


Mr, Speaker: The Senate have passed the House appropria- 
tion bill, and have made. sundry amendments thereto, in which the 
concurrence of the House i is requested. 

Mr. Barry, froni the standing committee on Enrolled Bills made 
tLe following report: 

Mr. Speaker: The Joint Standing Committee on Enrolled 


Bills, have examined an act to amend the Levee Laws of Bolivar 


county, and have found the same correctly enrolled, 
_ On motion, the House adjourned until L o'clock, p. m 


7 o 'CLÓCK, P. M. 

‘The House. met pursuant to adjournment. . 

“Mr. Martin, by leave, called from the table a bill from the Senate 
to be entitled an act for the relief of Thomas Holliday, late, Tax 
Collector of Copiah.county ; which. was read the first time. . 

On motion of-Mr. Martin, the rule was suspended, and the bill 
read. ‘the second and. third times,faxthwith, by its title, and put upon 


its pássage,.and, passed with its title as stated. ..- - - 


The Hause. then took. up the. Seriate;&mendments:to the House 


Pil to meke; certain &ppropriations-therein named. . 


The severa! amendments made by the Senate „were read and 
.-CODcurre2 in, 4rcept the second and third amendments, which felate 
to'the pri. ting bills of Messrs. Fall & Marshall. 
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Mr. Neill offefed.the-following amendments: ^ — ^ “©? 

* Amerid aniéridmefit 2d article; Pramo out 91045 69;^nd 
insert $941 85; tad 

' Amendmeht 3d to article 7; by strikin ing: -outt $1291 86, ‘and i in- 
serting $987 80;"^ > = 

Which amendments weré dopto. DN 2 

The followitig’ messáge was receivéd fróm the Senato : 

Mr. Speaker: The Seiiate ‘Have adopted thè following joint 
resolution, to wit : LH 

Resolved, That à corüiittee of three on the part of the Senate, 
and — on the part of ‘the House of-Represéntatives, be appoiiited 


‘to wait on his Excellency, did inform:him that both Hoiises of the 


Legislature have discharged the business before them, andare now 
ready to adjourn. if Fh. has i ho farther communication to make to 


"them; 


In which the concurrence of the: -House is denied ud have 


appointed on part of the Seniate, Messrs. : Drane, Taliaferro and 


Tait. 

On motion of Mr. Barry, M 

Resolved, The Senate doncnrriiigs that the joint: ‘resolution fixing 
the hour of 8 o'clock for adjournfnent, be: rescinded, dx that u 
two Houses will adjourn at 10 ó "clock, p: 7m. 

Which was adopted. ' 

The following message was received from the senate, by Mr. 
Orr, their Secretary : 

Mr. Speaker: The Senate have adopted tlie: resolution: of the 
House, rescinding the joint resolution for afi | idjourninent, and. Have 
made the following amendment, to wit : 

Insert the words; that the-two Houses adjourn, sine die, at 12 
o’clock this evening. 

On-motion of: Mr. Thomas ‘of Yazoo, the House àgteed to M 
amendment mach by the Senate; ‘as. epig in the foregoing 
message. 

On motion of Mr. Nash, the Senate bill to be entitled én act for 
the relief of James M. Parker, of Coahoma county, was called 
from the table, and read the firsttime. - 

On motion of Mr. Nrsh,the rule was suspended, and the bill 
read the second and third timan, by its title; and sets ‘with its 


: tifle as: &tütéd, Gols ae T" 


p 


af, 


Oit motion: of ME ‘Brookiy ihe Senate bill to je étititled an. actto ' 
repeal the fist ‘section of -àr-&ct entitled atr -áct-in relatiótito the 
sixteenth section funds in: Noxubeé and-Coalioms cóürities, &pprov- 
ed : March -488,:1850;:80 faras ‘the said first’ séction applies: to 
Noxubee county, wás taken’ Up ‘anid edd thé first'time. -^ ^ 7 

On motion of Mi.: Brooks; the rule was 'süspended, anat bill 
read the second‘and third: ‘ister ‘forthwith, and” "passed, itits 
title ag stated. 7^: — 0D sc s o HI 


30. Mire Thomas: P Yato; 8j die, called fiot tlie table dissen. 


wi 
“i p 


E 


te billto:be entitléd: an'act.to: aüthorizethe Board:of Police of 


: :Fazow: county to: self the  püblie- buildings, imü-other propérty-be- 


longing’ to’ said county, thé town: of Benton, in said ‘county ; 
which was:read the firsttime: 55 $o r une 
On motion- of. Mr. ‘Thomaé of: Yazoo,the rule was suspended, 


' amd the: bill read ‘the secónd.arid third times, forthwith, by its title, 


and put‘on its passage, and:passed, with its title as: stated. 

The following — was received: ‘from the Senate, by Mr. 
Orr, their Secretary : - 

.Mr.SrEAKER:' "Thé Benate ram to.concur inthe- amendrient 
made by the House to the Senate amendment.to the bill: ‘making 


. .certain- appropriations therein named, relating tothe-appropriations 


made to Messrs. Fall & Marshall; in which they desire .the con- 
-currence of thé House-of Representatives. 

Mr. Blythe moved that the Honse recede from its amendments ; 
which motion prevailed, |." - a 

The vote thereon, by yeas «nd nays; is as. follows: : 

Yeas.—-Mr. Speaker,: Messrs. "Ashe, Barton, Buford, Blythe, 
Barry, Brooks, Baker of Hinds, Cassidy, Catchings, Chisholm, 
Dampier, Estelle, Foote, Gatlin, Harrison, Johnson, Kelly, Kim- 
‘ball, Lewis, Mott, Magee, Matthews, Metcalf, Marble, McNabb, 


' ‘Nash, Régan of ‘Yazoo, Stewart.of Marion, Starke, Smith, Thomas 


see 


ry 


of Marshall, Thomas of Yazoo, Thurmond, Welsh and Young— 
36. 

Nays.—Messrs. Aldridge; Bell, Bardini; Baker of Pontotoé, Col- 
lins, ‘Danlap, Echols, Ellis, Ford, Griffin, Henry, Kirkland, Martin, 
Nabors,-Nelson,.Neill,: Regan of: Claiborne, Rogers, Suratt, Seal, 
Tison, Vaiden, Weathersby and Webb=+24.  .. 

On motion of Mr. CMM, the ne concurred in the Senate 
amendments. —— 

The following message was received from the Govenior, through 
Mr. McDonald, his private -secrèta 

Mr. SPEAKEN:: Tam itistructed ‘by his Excellency, the: Govern- 
or, to inform the House of Representatives, that:he has approved 
and signed"a. bill of the: ‘following title, to^wit : 

‘Avi attto amend the Levee Laws of Bolivar county : 

--Mr.-MeNabb, by Jeivé,:tatroduced a bill, to be. entitled an-act 
to legalize the procéédings: ‘Of ‘the : ‘Board of Police. ‘of Sunflower 
county} ‘which was read the first tine. 

On mistin df Mr: MeNabb,. the ‘tole was suspend, and. the 
bill read the second time:by ite tide, ` -— OE 

^ Orcfurthetanotion of Mr; McNabb; the: bilbwas consideted as 


; -@ngressed;:the rules sauapetided;: sind the. bill-read the-third time 
by its-titlé;-and- paséédowith “ate title as státéd.^ 5 c 


Mr. Webb, by leave, called:from:the table a ‘Senne bill, t0-be 
entitled an act for the relief of -Mugh Morrow; : revolutionary 
soldier, which was read the first time, nå on‘motion‘of MrsW ebb, 


2'the2tule wus! dispersed with; and- said bill ‘read -the^seoónd and 


third times forthwith, and passed with its title, as stated. 


^ T0 


; Mr.: Barry, by leave; called from the tablé à.resolutiori from the 
enata for-thé relief of: the:Hon.. F. M.:Rogers, which: was réad 
. the firsttime, and.oxí motion;of Mr. Barry, the rule was:sispend- 
ed, and the resolution read the' second. nd third: times, arid. put 
P upon its passage: and passed. with its tithe, às stated... 2. 

Mr. Collins, by leave,. called frora.the.-table the Senate: bill to 
áncorporàta - the. town.of New.’ "Albany in Pentotoc county; . which 
was read the first time; 

. On motion of Mr. Collins, the rule was suspended, and the bill 
. read the second and third nines by its. title, and. put upon its pas- 
sage and passed.: 

. The.following message was received: from: the Senate, through 
. Mr. Orr, their Secretary: .. 

Mr. Speaker: The PM have passed a House bill of the 
following title, to wit: . 

A bill to be entitled an “act to legalize the proceedings of the 
Board of Police of ‘Sunflower: county; : 

Mr. Starke, by leave, called.up the Senate bill to be entitled an 
actto change the name of Du p. Brooks; which. was read the 
. first time; . . 

. On: motión of Mr.. ‘Starke, the fle was: dispensed. with, and the 
. "bill: m read the second and third times mU, hy its title, : and 
~ passe 

Ordered that the title stand as stated. 

On motion of Mr.. Foote,:thé House took a recess-of, one hour. 

The’ recess having expired, : the. House resumed its. session. 

A: message from the Coremon by thé hands of his private 
Secretary Mr. McDonald: `- 

Mr. Speaker: I am instructed. by his Excellency the Governor, 
to inform the House of Representatives, that he has approved and 
"signed. bills.of the following. titles : de 

An act making certain apprepriations therein named ; tg 

An: act. to legalize the iprocponimge of the - Board of Police of 
Sunflower ¢ounty; — - 

Mr. Young, by. leave, . ‘called. froni. the table the Senate resolu- 
tion to raise a joint .s&lect.commiítee..to wait on-the Governor, and 
:- infon-him. that the, two. Houses: haye, finished the business "before 
them, and are now ready to adjourmsine die. 

The resolution having beer concurred in; the speaker appointed 
. Messrs, Young, Welsh, Welib, "Thoinás of Yazoo, and. Lewis, 
the committee on the part of. the:Hóuse, +. - 

*Mr. Young, from: the. committee appointed. to wait on his, Excel- 
- Jency the Governor, reported. that:they-have.-performed the duty 
assigned them, and -bave. to teport: from his. iuc that he 
has fò further communication té makes — ~- 

. ‘The. report was received and. agreed to. : 

- On ‘motion of, Mr. Neil];.. on 
A > Ordered, that the fme inform: the: Senate, that the. Hause: jar 
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completed the: business before them, and are now ready- to adjourn? 
On motion of Mr. Thomas of'Ydzóo,;7 ~ ait 
Resolved, unanimously; ‘that thé' thanks of this House are here-.° 
by tendered" to the Honorable Jolin ‘J: MeRáe, for the dignified, 
just, and impartial manner in which he has presided over the de- 
liberations of ‘this House düring its present session. 

On motion.of Mr. Suratt, 

Resolved, That the thanks of this House be, and are hereby 
tendered to the Chief Clerk of this House, and his assistants ; 
and to the Door-keeper and his assistants; and to the Sergeant 
at Arms, for the able and energetic manner in which they have 
discharged their respective duties. 

A message from the Senate, through M%. Orr, their Secretary; 

Mr. Speaker: The Senate have adopted the following resolu- 
tion : 

“ Resolved, That the Secretary inform the House of Representa- 
tives that the Senate have gone through with the business before 
them, and are now ready to adjourn sine die.” 

The Speaker rose and delivered the following address: 


Gentlemen of the House of Representatives : 

I thank you for the approval which you have been pleased to ex- 
press, of my conduct as your presiding officer. I have not 
merited it, but your generous feelings have bestowed it as a tribute 
of your kindness—a token of your partiality. T shall cherish it 
in my heart, deep as the grief which presses upon me at this mo- 
ment of our separation, and lasting as the memory of the scenes: 
which crowd around us at this closing hour of our duties. 

Our sitting has been short, and has passed away without undue 
excitement. Assembled in extraordinary session, to consider sub- 
jects of great interest to the State, it might have been supposed 
that conflicts of feeling would have arisen, with conflicts of opin- 
ion. Differing widely myself with many of you on these ques- 
tions of vital interest to our State, it might even have been supposed 
that collisions of feeling would in some instances, have arisen 
between the presiding officer and members of the House. Infiu- 
enced always by a strict sense of impartiality, as far as I have 
been capable of it, I congratulate myself that nothing of this _ 
kind has occurred. 

Being now about to close forever the relations we have here 
sustained to each other, my heart is burdened with the deep grief 
which presses upon it. Standing before you for the last time as 
your presiding officer, I realize in their fullest sense all the me- 
lancholly feelings which associate themselves with this hour of 
our separation. When we follow to the grave, with mournful 
steps, our departed friends, and hear the sound of the first cold 
clod which covers them, echoing its fall, from the silent vault in 


- 
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which they:make their eternal sleep; then do. wextruly.feel that: 
between us and them, the last link is broken. So now does it.. 
seem, that between us, while.:thése, words’ of. Test farewell are 
spoken, the last link'that boupd: us is seyeréd,- -is i 
The HU of Reprapaatatives, À8 now ‘adjourned **isine dies "i 
i: GE. P. RUSSELD, - 
Klerk of the aes of Representatives 


ERRATUM. 


In page 34, where is inserted the special message of Governor 
Quitman in relation to the State Arms, should appear the following 
message : 


x 


To the Senate and Haie of Representatives : 

In my message at the opening of the present session, I promised 
to invite your attention to the propriety of some improvements in 
our present militia and patrol systems, and to the correction of 
some defects which experience has pointed out in the school and 
levee laws of the last session of the Legislature. I will now 
briefly proceed in the discharge of that duty. 

In the last annual message of my predecessor, the attention of 
the Legislature was called to the almost entire disorganization of 
the militia system of this State, attributable to the effect of the law 
of 1848, on that subject. 

Accompanying that message, were presented the results of a 
conference of the Major Generals of the State, called together by 
my predecessor, for the purpose of consulting and reporting upon 
the proper means of improving our military organization. 

I concur with my predecessor in opinion that under the present 
laws, an effective organization of the militia is impracticable, and 
as I believe that neither we, nor any other people have arrived 
at such a degree of social perfection as to dispense entirely with 
some physical forc», to sustain the Government ; and to enable the 
Executive Department to cause the laws to be respected and exe- 
cuted, and “to suppress iusurrection and repel invasion," I earnestly 
call your attention to the importance, if not necessity, of giving 
efficiency to our military organization, by adopting an improved 
system, or by amending and modifying the existing laws on this 
subject. 

Some effective plan of embodying, arranging, and if necessary, 
bringing into action the united force of the citizens, is an essential 
part of the government of a free country. This great arm of pro- 
tection and defence, should. be preserved at alltimes. It would be 
unwise at any time to be unprepared for emergencies. which might 

‘endanger the peace of the State or the safety of its citizens, how- 
ever remote such contingencies might appear. 

A concurrence in the leading views of the Board of Officers, 
which were convened by my predecessor, and respect for their 
opinions induce me to recommend the outlines of the plan for or- 
ganizing the volunteer militia, presented by them, to the Legisla- 
ture at'its last session, and referred to in the report of Major Gen- 
eral Duffield, of date November 16th, herewith transmitted by the 
act of the 9th of March, 1850. 

To promote common schools in the several counties in the State, 
the sum of $200,000 was appropriated, to be distributed among the 


several counties, in proportion to the number of free white children 
in each county over six, and under 20 years of age; and by the 
third section of that act, it was the duty of the auditor of public 
accounts to apportion said sum among the several counties, accord- 
ing to the number of children therein entitled to schooling, under 
the act, and to issue his warrant on the State Treasurer, in favor 
of the several counties for the sums due them respectively. 

To enable the auditor to declare such apportionment, and make 
payment, itis necessary as a preluminary, that the number of child. 
ren in each and every county of this State, should be astertained. 

The second section of the act therefore provides that an ‘accu- 
rate enumeration of such children should be made by the assessors 
of taxes, in the several counties where they should assess the taxes 
of this year, and report a list of the enumeration to the auditor ; 
but no time is prescribed within which these lists shall be reported 
by the assessor, nor any penalty for neglect of this duty. "The as- 
sessors of eleven counties, having failed up to this time to report 
the lists required by law, it has been, consequently; impossible for 
the auditor to strike the proportion due each county, and it is evi- 
dent that so long as any single county shall neglect to report, no 
apportionment of this fund can be made. Again, by the first sec- 
tion of the act, it is made a condition precedent to the payment of 
the distributive share allowed to any county, that the Board of 
Police of such county should, in quotations, levy a tax of twenty- 
five per cent. upon said distributive share. It is equally evident 
that this condition cannot be complied with, until the apportionment 
be struck, and the amount of the distributive share ascertained. 
The integer must be known, before the ratio can be fixed: 

Having presented the obstacles in the way of the execution of 
this law, I leave it to the wisdom of the Legislature to devise the 
corrective measures to carry it into effect, according to their inten. 
tion, suggesting however the difficulty, if not impossibility, of effect. 
ing this purpose before the termination of the present fiscal year. 
I recommend that.time be given to the delinquent assessors, until 
1851, to make the enumeration of children, and report the lists, and 
that the performance of their duties be enforced under suitable 
penalties. ; ; 

It is impossible, at present, to calculate the effect of the late re- 
duction of taxes upon the future revenue of the State, and it isim- 
portant, in view of the grave subjects which now oocupy the atten- 
tion of the Legislature, that the Treasury should not be exhausted 
by too liberal appropriations, an effect likely to follow from the 
operation of the fourth section of the law now under consideration. 
I therefore recommend the repeal of that section ofthe law, or at least 
its suspension, until the effects of the present revenue laws be fully 
developed. The auditor of public accounts has. frequenty called 
my attention to several practical difficulties growing out of the con. 
flicting provisions of the acts of 1850, relative ta the making and 
repairs of levees in the counties of Washington, Issaquena and 
Bolivar, and the general revenue laws. They involve several 
questions.of importance to the interests of the State. 


1. Whether the lagds held by the State for taxes, are embraced 
within the provisions of these local laws. | 

2. Whether the power of sale for the non-payment of the levee 
tax in these counties, is taken away by the subsequent general 
‘statute, abolishing sales of land for taxes. 

If the lands held by the State for taxes are embraced in these 
laws the entire revenue of the year on land in Washington county 
will be five hundred and fifty dollars, eighty-seven cents less than 
the tax on these lands, and it will require one half of the land 
revenue from Issaquena, to pay the levee tax on the lands so held 
there. ' 

If the affirmative of the second question be the correct construc- 
tion, great embarrassment. of titles must result from any sale here- 
tofore made, and if no call be made, and the terms of the delinquent 
land law be held to require that the lands on which ‘this tax is not 
paid, shal] be forfeited to the State under the general law, it is more 
than probable that the whole revenue of these counties will be in- 
sufficient to meet the demand for the levee tax. 

Another difficulty arises out of the provision of these laws, re- 
quiring the levee tax on the located lands of the State to be paid 
out of the internal improvement fund, when in fact there are not ip 
the Treesury any monies of that fund unappropriated. 

Some legislation harmonizing these laws and distinctly declaring 
the will of the Legislature upon these subjects, is essential. If it 
remain the desire of the Legislature that the levee tax should be paid 
upon the located lands of the State, the last mentioned difficulty 
can be removed by a direct appropriation from the Treasury for 
that purpose. Sato te 

Under the present revenue law, the Collector is required to meet 
the tax payers in the precincts at stated periods before the first of 
March, to collect their dues; but he is not authorised to distrain 
before the first of March. The period from: the first of March to 
the first of April, when all lands are to be returned, on which he 
cannot find personalty of the owner liable to distress, is quite too 
Short. I therefore recommend that he be allowed to distrain after 
the first of February, and be allowed a proper fee where there may 
be a necessity for such distress, without neglect on his part to give 
proper notice, or when he shall have madea demand on the owner. 

The act of the last session of the Legislature creating important 
changes in the revenue laws, did not reach some counties of this 
State iu time to enable several tax collectors te conform strictly 
with its provisions. In consequence thereof; many informalities 
and irregularities in the returns made' by them of forfeited lands 
occurred, which compelled the auditor to reject such returns, and 
to charge the tax collector with the deficiencies growing out of 
such rejections. These were generally paid by the tax collectors, 
and it is but justice to them that they should have an opportunity of 
remuneration for these advances. I therefore recommend that the 
several tax collectors, be by law authorized, with their returns of 
next year (if made in the manner prescribed by law) to embrace 
the taxes of the year 1849, remaining uncollected by them at the 


time. of their. regülar" Fetafi and to recéiveaillowarcé thereof” on 
their settlement of.the reveritie of the: o fiscal year, | 7° 
Executive -CHamBeR; ^ € 1 e wem de. s 
‘Ss Jackson, November 25). 1650. E CA d 

È A. Qürrwas, 
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il E^ E aison; November 16, 1850. 

Fo His ‘Excellency, : John A. Quitman,” ` 

l Governor and Commander: in-Chief l 
ro of the State of- Másissippi. 
- Sir—In answer to your inquiries às to whether I, as President 
of the Board of Officérs, convened last'spring; by your predecessor, 
Gov. Matthews; consisting of four out of the five Major Generals ‘of 
the State, desired to make any: further suggestions in regard to the 
‘organization of an active volunteer’ militia law in Ms State, I have 
to Rer that the outline accompdánying: Gov: atthews? annual 
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